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White (centre), now the subject — 


Killing grounds 


There appears to be no end to the high level 
of racial violence in Britain and Europe. In 
Britain, South London stands out like a sore 
thumb as a place where one is in real danger 
if one happens to be black. Since the arrival 
of the British National Party in the area in 
1989, at least three racial murders and a steep 
rise in racial attacks have been recorded. 

Two months ago an Asian teenager, Rohit 
Duggal, was brutally murdered by a gang of 
racist teenagers. One boy charged with the 
killing has been granted bail, a decision that 
has sickened all decent people but, most of 
all, Rohit’s family. In response to a call for 
support from his family, and as part of the 
European day of action against fascism and 
racism, we ask all our readers to join Rohit’s 


family, the Greenwich Action Committee 
Against Racial Attacks, Anti-Fascist Action, 
the Indian Workers’ Association and 


Searchlight in a mass action on Saturday 7 
November through Eltham to the BNP head- 
quarters in Welling. If the local authorities 
and a mishandled police raid on the BNP 
headquarters have not been able to put an end 
to the BNP’s outpourings of neo-nazi filth, 
then its presence must be made untenable by 
popular response. This activity, which we 
hope will unite ethnic community groups as 
well as political, religious and trade union 
organisations, should fill the local streets so 
that the BNP and the authorities cannot be 
mistaken at the outrage and anger felt by all 
of us at the loss of life. 

In France, Sweden and Germany, our allies 
will be marching for similar reasons on the 
same weekend. At a conference in Berlin in 
1988, hosted by AFA, Searchlight and the 
German and Swedish anti-fascist and anti- 
racist movements, and attended by 120 dele- 
gates from 11 countries, AFA and Searchlight 
were given responsibility for organising the 
British part of this annual international day of 
action, which coincides with the anniversary 
of Kristallnacht in Germany and 
Remembrance Sunday in Britain. In the mid- 


1980s Searchlight and other groups initiated a 
protest each year against the presence of the 
National Front and the BNP at the Cenotaph 
in London. When the BNP moved its march 
to York, we encouraged a national student 
response, which has become an annual event 
and will take place again on 8 November. 
Last year the NF managed to parade less than 
200 people to the Cenotaph. AFA with the 
support of Searchlight and others decided that 
while it was important to honour the dead 
who fell fighting fascism there was a need to 
confront the BNP where it is active and sup- 
port the living in communities under attack. 
More than 4,000 people responded to the call 
for a march through east London. Let us hope 
we can turn that figure into 10,000 at the 
doors of the BNP’s headquarters this year. 

Many worthwhile initiatives are already 
taking place. On 22 August ethnic community 
groups held a national march against racist 
killings in Manchester, focussing on the 
killings of two local Asians. Other activities 
are taking place in support of communities 
under attack and the growing media and par- 
liamentary hysteria against refugees trying to 
find shelter in this country. 

A 24-year-old Afghan refugee, Ruhullah 
Aramesh, was beaten to death in Thornton 
Heath on his own doorstep by a large gang of 
racist thugs after he had tried to defend a 
group of Asian women from their racial 
abuse. This is symptomatic of the growing 
cancer of racial violence that has taken the 
lives of Roland Adams and Orville Blair, 
close to the BNP headquarters. Let us make 
life a misery, and activity impossible for the 
band of vicious BNP gangsters who occupy 
and use the poison factory they call a head- 
quarters. This is not a time for sectarianism, 
ethnic differences or pure adventurism. This 
is a time for everyone to close ranks to halt 
these murders and attacks. To register your 
support for the march or for more informa- 
tion, please ring GACARA on 081 854 4582 
or the Searchlight office. 
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The UDA and British fascism 
— dangerous allies 


The announcement by the British 
government that the Ulster Defence 
Association was to be banned in 
Northern Ireland came as no surprise 
to those who have observed the 
upward spiral of crude sectarian 
violence since the UDA’s drastic 
change in leadership over the last 
couple of years. 

While it is arguable that the UDA has 
always indulged in sectarian violence, and 
some people have gone as far as to suggest 
that it was in some ways an instrument of 
more powerful and respectable figures in the 
Protestant establishment, there was a period 
in the 1980s when the leadership appeared to 
have moved away from their earlier 
association with far-right groups on the 
British mainland and, in some cases, used 
their influence to expel or dissuade known 
fascists and neo-nazis from UDA activities 
and groups. 

On the mainland, however, there was 
always a crossover between the British 
National Party and the UDA and between the 
National Front and the Ulster Volunteer 
Force. 

In the early days of the current conflict in 
Northern Ireland and the early days of the 
National Front, a number of members of the 
NF, the Monday Club and, later on, the 
British Movement were sent to prison for gun 
and explosives running on behalf of the 
Protestant paramilitaries. In the 1970s and 
1980s Andy Tyrie, one of the UDA 
leadership, cynically manipulated and used 
men like Steven Brady, until recently vice 
chairman of the NF and now busy playing 
footsie with the far right of the Tory party, as 
a means of making contact with far-right 
European arms dealers and bomb-making 
technicians who were of use to_ his 
organisation. 

When Tommy “Tucker” Lyttle, who was 
strongly anti-fascist, was held without bail 
before being sentenced to ten years’ 
imprisonment last year, the far right appears 
to have moved rapidly back into positions of 
authority inside the UDA. 

The organisation was led, at the time of its 
ban last month, by a small council, of which 
four members were under 30 years old and 
were thought to have extreme-right views. 
They not only gave the green light to step up 
attacks on non-IRA Catholic targets, such as 
butchering people at a betting shop, but also 
apparently ended the cosy relationship with 
the RUC and establishment figures. 

When the government asked British 
intelligence to carry out a study into the 
current situation, the findings of which led to 
the ban, we believe that one of the things that 
caused serious concern in Whitehall was the 
growing link between the UDA, with its killer 
squad the Ulster Freedom Fighters, and 
hardline far-right groups in Britain. For 


instance it is interesting to note that after a 
long absence the British National Party has 
set up a group in Portadown in Northern 
Ireland, and a number of “hard men” with 
Glaswegian and Liverpool accents appear to 
be minding the BNP leadership. The links in 
Scotland between the fascists and far-right 
elements in the Protestant community are 
becoming closer and there are similar 
indications on Merseyside and in_ the 
Midlands. 

On 17 June the Wolverhampton Express 
and Star reported that Derek Hill, an 
Ulsterman who describes himself as a low- 
ranking member of the West Midlands 
brigade of the UDA, was in Britain to enlist 
new members on the mainland, as the UDA 
leadership was expecting the organisation to 
be banned in Northern Ireland as a result of 
the intelligence service investigation. The 
paper said that the security forces were 
concerned about cash raised in this country 
finding its way into the coffers of the Ulster 


Freedom Fighters for its murderous purposes. 


Paramilitaries 
searching out 
new recruits 


THIS man (right) is recruiting West Midlanders to 
the ranks of one of the most notorious paramilitary 
gangs in Northern Ireland — the Ulster Defence 
Association. 

He is Derek Hill, an 
Ulsterman who describes him- 
self as a low-ranking member of 
the ‘West Midlands Brigade”’ of 
the UDA. 

The Protestant paramilitary 
gang is enlisting new members 
across mainland Britain, just as 
the Government considers new 
plans to outlaw it. 

The UDA is also raising funds 
for Northern Ireland under the 
cover of a hardship fund for the — 
families of loyalist prisoners. 

Twelve murders have been 
carried out in the province this 
year by the UDA'’s so-called 
military wing, the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters. 

They including the slaughter 
of mother-of-two Philomena 
Hanna, gunned down in a 
Belfast chemist’s shop. 

Security forces believe some | : 


of the cash raised in the Mid- 
lands is certain to be creamed 


off by the UFF. 
@ Muscling in — Page 8 


Wolverhampton Express and Star 
exposes UDA cells in June 1992. Derek 
Hill’s eyes are blanked out for his own 
safety 


New members were being recruited to the 
UDA via innocent looking front groups like 
Loyalist Prisoners’ Aid and_ through 
advertisements in a magazine, New Ulster 
Defender, which is published by the UDA in 
Belfast but sold in pubs and football grounds 
on the mainland. An advertisement in this 
magazine read: “We are still looking for 
UDA volunteers in the following areas: West 


Midlands, Staffordshire, Hereford and 
Worcester, Warwickshire, Shropshire, 
Derbyshire and Gloucestershire.” Interested 
groups or individuals were told to contact the 
West Midlands liaison officer, who turned out 
to be Derek Hill, through the magazine. 

When the Wolverhampton Express and Star 
confronted Hill, he boasted: “We have the 
manpower and the resources to use 
violence... We know who’s who. We know 
who is collecting funds for the IRA to buy 
arms. ...1 know it sounds heavy to say we 
have the resources, but we have. We can take 
these people out if we want to.” 

The commander of the West Midlands 
brigade is an Englishman in his thirties who 
calls himself Stephen. He says he has 100 
members under his command and claims 
there are five brigades in England and Wales 
and several in Scotland. It may have been an 
ominous prediction for the future when he 
said: ‘““We have kept the kid gloves on up to 
now, but if we are outlawed, the gloves will 
definitely be coming off.” 


Aping Ulster 
terror squads 


On Saturday 8 August the annual Irish 
freedom march took place through Holloway, 
north London. As in previous years, it was 
heavily stewarded and policed, as the NF and 
on occasions the BNP had attempted to attack 
the march almost every year, sometimes with 
some success. 

This year three gangs of organised fascists 
used the march as an excuse to attack a 
number of selected targets in an effort to hit 
the anti-fascist movement and_= gay 
community. They had spread a rumour earlier 
in the week that gay bars in the West End 
would be attacked during the afternoon, as a 
result of which 100 gay activists, led by the 
group Outrage, were induced into going to 
Carnaby Street. No nazi boneheads turned up 
there, but instead a group of 40 BNP 
members, thought to be bolstered by UDA 
supporters, attacked an Irish pub on Holloway 
Road. A resolute defence of the building by a 
dozen members of Anti-Fascist Action held 
them at bay although the pub was badly 
damaged. 

Along the road a gang of 20 skinheads 
were marauding and attacking people and at 
the end of the Irish freedom march a group 
led by National Front officers, who have no 
actual membership any more to follow them 
but appeared to have about 40 UDA 
supporters in tow, attacked the marchers. 

This joint action between the NF and the 
UDA may have come about through Eddie 
Whicker. Although he has dropped out of NF 
membership, he continues in his role as a far 
right liaison man to the UDA and word has it 
that he is devoting most of his time to UDA 
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activities these days. 

Later in the day the combined group of 
more than 100 nazis and loyalists were seen 
harassing people on their way to the Madness 
concert in Finsbury Park. A large group of 
neo-nazi boneheads attacked a gay pub in the 
King’s Cross area at 10 pm that night, 
breaking windows and throwing tear-gas 
canisters into the building. 

According to Searchlight’s sources inside 
the far right, the level of violence witnessed 
on that day may be becoming a regular part of 
the activities of the BNP in particular. We 
understand that five or six squads have been 
set up in various parts of the country, whose 
sole purpose is to attack the BNP’s political 
opponents whenever the opportunity arises, 
with a high level of violence, rather than 
merely play a role in defending fascist rallies 
and marches. 

In the Midlands they are already actively 
engaged in such attacks and this field 
experience has spurred the Chesterfield BNP 
group to travel as far as London and the 
Home Counties seeking out those they deem 
their enemies. The Chesterfield organiser, 
Simon Chadwick, a university graduate in his 
mid twenties, appears to be inspired through 
his contacts with neo-nazi paramilitary 
groups in the USA. His key sidekick is 
Graham K Tasker, 27, who, while physically 
puny, has a panache for whacking people in 
the head with iron bars. He is known recently 
to have assaulted an anti-fascist activist in 
Mansfield, who was clubbed in the head, and 
about three years ago he dragged a black 
counter-hand over the counter in a local 


iron bar, 


Graham Tasker: big 
mouth, big boots and tiny brain 
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Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet, injuring her. 

Tasker spent six weeks on remand in a 
London prison last year, charged with assault, 
while he was in London to oppose the Anti 
Fascist Action day of action on 
Remembrance Sunday. Arrested with him 
was another Chesterfield activist, Scott 
Willis, 19, of Penmoor Gardens, Chesterfield. 

Tasker lives with his grandparents in 
Racecourse Mount, Chesterfield and 
Chadwick is thought to live in the Bolsover 
area of Chesterfield, with his grandmother 
who thoroughly disapproves of his politics. 

Other cronies of Chadwick and Tasker are 
Mick French and Dave Warner, who also 
seem to have a problem keeping their hands 
to themselves. Police sources in the Midlands 
suggest that around the Nottinghamshire 
Derbyshire area a number of neo-nazi skins 
appear to be earning a living engaged in small 
armed robberies. Certainly the BNP in 
Chesterfield does not seem short of a bob or 
two. 

BNP active service units in Yorkshire and 
Lancashire are also well known to us. 

The London squad has given itself the title 
“Red Watch” and appears to include thugs 
like Charlie Sargent, well known in neo-nazi 
and loyalist circles, as is another member, 
Steve Martin, who once faced arms charges in 
Scotland. Others in this merry band are Phil 
Edwards from south London, and Derek 
Beackon and Eddie Butler from east London. 
Butler’s last major street outing was to 
participate in an attack on Anti-Nazi League 
youngsters in which people were seriously 
injured some months ago. 


big BNP activist: Who he? Usual reward for 
information 


Nicky Cooper, better known for his antics 
at football matches than his politics, hence his 
arrest and deportation from the European 
football championships in Sweden earlier this 
year, is also involved. The overall strength of 
Red Watch in London could be between 50 
and 70, as one or two of the big hitters, like 
Phil Edwards, have their own _ personal 
followings in various parts of the capital. 


Neo-nazi 
intelligence- 
gathering 
network 


Britain’s neo-nazis have not always made full 
use of members who work in the civil service 
as an instrument of gathering information on 
their enemies. This is undoubtedly because 
most of them to not want to lose their jobs by 
breaking the Official Secrets Act. 

But the BNP currently has two civil 
servants who are less afraid of losing their 
jobs. One is Jim White (pictured on our front 
cover this month), who joined the BNP in the 
mid-1980s in his native Scotland before 
coming to London to work for Customs & 
Excise as an excise officer. At the general 
election he was agent for Steve Tyler, the 
BNP’s Bermondsey candidate and has a 
reputation for mouthing off about his violent 
plans. He uses his home as a flop-house for 
visiting nazis. 

The National Union of Civil and Public 
Servants has succeeded in obtaining an 
official investigation into White’s activities 
and insisted he has no access to sensitive 
material or any dealings with the public while 
the investigation takes place. White, who was 
involved in a tear-gas raid on a black meeting 
in London last year, will, we hope, be dealt 
with very swiftly by his employer. 

According to Graham Tasker — he whose 
mouth runneth over — Simon Chadwick, who 
has been fined £700 in the recent past after 
the police stopped his car and discovered a 
boot full of weapons, such as truncheons, is 
also a civil servant, employed in employment 
services in Sheffield. He is obviously in a 
position to use confidential government 
records to check up on people. We can only 
hope his career will also be short-lived. 

One can only express amazement that the 
government has not extended the ban on the 
UDA to mainland Britain. Clearly this causes 
a huge security loophole and people in 
Northern Ireland under surveillance for 
organising murders and terrorist bombings 
may now find it very convenient to jump on a 
ferry to the mainland, where they can plug 
themselves into the UDA’s already-existing 
networks. 

The connections between the UDA’s 
mainland networks and neo-nazis in Britain 
give rise to a real fear of escalating violence 
against republicans and Catholics and will 
boost the strength of criminal organisations 
like the British National Party, enabling it to 
use its new-found muscle to attack just about 
anybody it hates, like anti-fascists, blacks, 
Jews and the gay community. Clearly the 
government must rapidly rethink its position. 


Blood & Honour plans London gig 


Blood & Honour is planning to hold a 
major concert in London on 12 
September. The gig has been adver- 
tised as “Skrewdriver and support — 
back in London!” Support bands, 
though not advertised on the fly- 
posters that have gone up over many 
parts of London, are No Remorse, 
Skullhead and _ Dirlewanger from 
Sweden. 

Not since the Main Event gig in May 1989, 
when anti-fascists took over the Blood & 
Honour re-direction point and saw off 
marauding gangs of nazi boneheads, has an 
attempt been made to hold a publicly adver- 
tised gig of this nature in London. 

The nazi boneheads plan to assemble at 
Waterloo British Rail Station between 5.30 
and 6.30 pm in order to be re-directed to the 
venue, where they will have no doubt conned 
the owners into believing that an entirely dif- 
ferent event will be taking place. 

Knowing that they are opposed at every 
opportunity by decent people, and based on 
past experiences, the Blood & Honour poster 


states: “This concert will go ahead! Be 
there!” 

For £5 admission boneheads will have the 
privilege of seeing Skrewdriver’s Ian Stuart 
Donaldson inciting racial hatred. Donaldson 
is a convicted thug who served a prison sen- 
tence for beating up a Nigerian man at King’s 
Cross station. He and Kev Turner from the 
Tyneside band Skullhead, who has served 
prison sentences for glassing someone in a 
pub and beating up an old man, are just two 
of the better known members of the motley 
crew organising this criminal jamboree. 

In the recent past a number of a number of 
distributors of nazi bonehead music and para- 
phernalia have been raided by the police and 
are awaiting prosecution. These include 
Skrewdriver Services and more recently the 
shop Merc, which is just off London’s 
Carnaby Street. It is shame that there is not 
the same enthusiasm in stopping the bands 
inciting racial hatred at the gigs, which end 
with psyched up boneheads carrying out 
racist attacks as sure as night follows day. 

See back page for details of anti-fascist 
activity against the gig. 


Another rally, another field 


The British National Party’s big event 
of the summer was to be a march 
through the Asian area in Halifax, 
Yorkshire. Proclaiming its defence of 
“rights for whites’, the BNP’s aim was 
to stir physical confrontation between 
sections of the local population. 


In the wake of recent disturbances in the 
area, the fear was that the BNP’s exploitation 
of the situation might actually pay off. 
Fortunately anti-fascist activists kept the 
Asian community fully informed of what was 
going on and joined with them in a united 
front against the BNP. 

The police insisted on playing a double- 
faced game. First they encouraged the local 
authority to ban the neo-nazis from marching 
in the Asian area of Halifax and then spent 
thousands of pounds on protecting this 
vicious gang of racist criminals. 

The Anti-Nazi League acted on a red her- 
ring that the BNP would assemble in a local 
park. Searchlight, however, at the very last 
moment was able to obtain information from 
top-level BNP circles in London that the fas- 
cists would assemble in the car park of the 
Hare and Hounds pub in Todmorden and be 
escorted by the police towards Halifax and 
the site of a static rally. 


To protect the nazis the police sealed off 
Todmorden and when the convoy of BNP 
vehicles moved off, they physically blocked 
the road behind it for about 15 minutes. 

The police used helicopters to watch the 
movements of the anti-fascists and had a very 
large team of plain-clothes officers with cam- 
eras openly mugshotting every anti-fascist on 
foot or in cars. No such treatment was dished 
out to the BNP, but Searchlight and local 
press photographers managed to obtain pho- 
tos of every one of the 80 fascists present. 

The fascists finished up talking to them- 
selves outside a local graveyard about half a 
mile from Halifax. They went on to leaflet the 
Rochdale versus Halifax football match. 

Anti-fascists, numbering nearly 1,000, 
including a very large contingent of young 
Asians, gathered to oppose the nazis. 
Unfortunately the Anti-Nazi League led them 
on a quixotic rush through the shopping cen- 
tre chasing after a non-existent enemy. Three 
anti-fascists have been charged as a result of 
this fiasco. 

The person who was most upset by the 
day’s events was clearly Richard Edmonds, 
who had given up his trip to the Hess memo- 
rial rally in Germany to attend what he 
thought would be the BNP’s biggest rally so 
far this year. 


4 Tyndall to police officer: @ 
' Must I really hold my rally 
* at the local cemetery? 


Less in the spirit of internationalism 
and more in the spirit of “Brits 
abroad”’, British bonehead bands have 
played a number of gigs in Europe. It 
is clear that there is now a higher level 
of international co-operation between 
nazi skinheads than ever before, with 
international gigs being held in Europe 
and North America. 

Paul Bellany’s band No Remorse has 
recently played in Holland. Bellany has also 
been recording as Paul Burley and the 
Fourth Reich and has just released an album. 
No Remorse is due to play at the Aryanfest in 
California this month along with the Swedish 
band Dirlewanger. No Remorse has played in 
Canada and America before and is toppling 
Skrewdriver as the main band on the scene. 


Bonehead porridge-eater Martin Cross 


Since his release from prison the boot-faced 
Kev Turner has been a busy man indeed. 
Apart from his usual gigs in England, Kev 
has been exporting his own special kind of 
“Odinic rock”. His band Skullhead has 
recently played in both Germany and Italy. 

The Greenwich band Squadron has also 
recently played in Germany. 

Another nazi bonehead who is on an all 
expenses paid holiday is Martin “Meathead” 
Cross, a former Skrewdriver member. He is 
currently serving time at HM Prison Send in 
Surrey. 

Thunor Services, the mail-order outlet for 
nazi skinhead merchandise, has_ recently 
closed down. Could it be that it has also been 
raided by the police? The last time it ceased 
operating was when Paxo, who runs the out- 
fit, was sent down. 

Nazi boneheads have been jumping in on 
the punk/Oi revival, which has been taking 
place in London over the last year. Racist 
bands have been billed to appear alongside 
apolitical punk and Oi bands. The main driv- 
ing force behind this is Hammer Promotions, 
which has put on gigs at the Henry Cooper 
pub in Old Kent Road. 

Despite protestations that there is no nazi 
connection, Skullhead Security provided min- 
ders at one of the gigs and Hammer 
Promotions receives great plugs in the vari- 
ous nazi skinzines. The Stick of Rock pub in 
Bethnal Green has also been holding gigs 
which attract nazi boneheads. 
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ational Express accused 


of violent racial abuse 


An Asian woman and her family, 
travelling by coach from Birmingham 
to London, were subjected to violent 
racist abuse by the stewardess and 
coach driver. 


The woman, her two sisters-in-law and four 
young children, were physically thrown off 
the coach at Toddington service station and 
left to find their own way back to 
Birmingham. Two police officers who 
ordered the family off the coach also made 
abusive remarks and then threatened to 
prosecute the family for loitering. 

Mrs Zuhra Gul, 25, together with her 
sisters-in-law Shahina Chughtai, 22, and 
Natasha Chughtai, 25, her three children aged 
between six months and two and a half years 
old, and her nine-year-old brother-in-law 
Rasool, had booked seats on the number 545 
National Express Rapide service at 2.30 pm 
on 25 June to travel to London. 

The trip was to celebrate Shahina’s 
completion of the first year of her law degree 
at London University. 

In spite of having reserved tickets, the 
family were not able to get on the scheduled 
service, due to the usual chaos at 
Birmingham’s Digbeth coach station. They 
eventually found seats on the upper deck of a 
relief coach. 

It was a very hot day and in the stuffy 
atmosphere adults and children fell asleep. 

When they woke up, the children were 
thirsty, and Shahina went downstairs to ask 
the stewardess for drinks for the children and 
if the air vents could be opened. 

Shahina says this request was greeted with 
a tirade of racist abuse, which included: 

“You Asian bitches ought to go back to 
your own country where you belong. You’ve 
ruined this country. Bunch of slags. No, I 
haven’t got any drinks to give to a slut like 
you and I don’t give a damn if your kids are 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ SAY NO TO RACIAL HARASSMENT 
Members of a Sheffield tenants’ group 
have called for an end to racial attacks. 
Black people on the Manor estate - 
many of them refugees from civil war in 
Somalia — are being driven out of their 
homes by a campaign of hatred, including 
verbal, physical and sexual abuse. 
Members of the Upper and Lower 
Manor Tenants’ Association have joined 
forces to demand an end to the attacks. In 
a leaflet entitled “Say No to Racist 
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thirsty, you can throw them out of the 
window if you want. It’s about time we had 
less of your population.” 

When Shahina asked if the children’s drink 
bottles could be rinsed out, the stewardess 
said: “It’s no use holding those milk bottles 
‘cause I’m not going to give you any drinks. 

“You might as well put them down the loo 
and whilst you’re at it flush your head in the 
loo as well, f***ing Asian bitch.” 

The stewardess then shouted: “Your kind 
need their faces rearranged,” and swung three 
punches at Shahina (which luckily missed). 

Shahina, who had somehow managed to 
stay polite through this incident, then went 
back upstairs and explained what had 
happened to the rest of the family. 

A few minutes later, the coach stopped at 
Toddington service station. The driver, Mark 
Davis (he refused to give his name but 
Shahina noted it from his name tab), came 
upstairs and asked if he could have a word 
with Shahina downstairs. 

The driver listened to the stewardess, who 
again used abusive language, but refused to 
listen to Shahina. He said he wanted them to 
leave the coach. Shahina replied that the 
driver had no right to throw them off as the 
family had caused no inconvenience to other 
passengers and had paid for the journey. The 
driver then snatched the ticket, tore it up and 
threw it in the bin, saying: “If you want to get 
to London you best shut your mouth and get 
back to your seats.” 

Fifteen minutes later two officers from 
Bedfordshire police arrived and said the 
family had to leave the coach otherwise they 
would be arrested. 

The driver and_ stewardess roughly 
manhandled the family off the coach, pulling 
the hair of the women and causing bruising to 
the children. Rasool, aged nine, has since had 
hospital treatment for a badly sprained thumb. 

Before the coach left, the driver shouted: 


Harassment”, they say: “The level of 
stress for some black families on the estate 
has reached breaking point, with the 
result that some families have chosen to 
move out.” 

(Sheffield Star 9.7.92) 


@ PC ACCUSED OF THROAT GRAB 
A police officer has been charged with 
dragging an Asian man by the throat from 
a panda car. 

PC Clive Marsden, 32, has been 
accused of assault causing actual bodily 
harm on Mr Mohammed Ali. Marsden 
has also been charged with intending to 
pervert the course of justice. 


“It’s about time you lot learnt a lesson. It’s 
always our women who get raped and 
murdered. Now it’s your turn.” 

The police officers, one of whom was 
wearing identity number 193, showed callous 
indifference to the plight of women and 
children stranded at a motorway service 
station with night approaching, and even 
seemed to regard it as a joke, telling them: 
“Look don’t hang about here and cause 
inconvenient harassment. If you can’t find 
transport, walk or hitchhike. You’ve been told 
once and I’m not telling you again. We hear it 
in the media everyday about women being 
raped and murdered. It’ll make no difference 
whatsoever if we hear about you lot, we have 
to complete our duty one way or the other.” 

Shahina rang the National Express Rapide 
Emergency Service for help but was told that 
if they had been thrown off the coach they 
must be in the wrong. The taxi fare back to 
Birmingham was £150 and they only had £40 
on them. Eventually Natasha managed to find 
a van driver who was willing to carry the 
family back to Birmingham. 

Bedfordshire police have appointed a chief 
inspector to investigate a formal complaint 
against the police officers, and National 
Express is carrying out a full investigation 
into the incident. A solicitor, acting on behalf 
of the family, is to apply for compensation. 

This case is unusual in that one of the 
victims, Shahina Chughtai, is trained in 
careful observation as part of her law degree, 
and also that there were three witnesses on 
the coach, prepared to give evidence. Neither 
the coach driver and stewardess nor the police 
officers seemed to think there would be any 
come-back for their disgraceful behaviour. 

Many Asian people travel by coach 
because it is cheap and convenient. If 
National Express is not seen to take effective 
action in this case, they may be less willing to 
do so in future. 


Mr Ali was accused of assault and 
obstruction but was acquitted after a two- 
day trial. 

(Eastern Eye 7.4.92) 


@ MOSQUE ARSON 

An arson attack has been made on an 
Islamic centre and mosque in Blackburn. 
Firemen called to the Shiite Centre in 
Preston New Road reported smelling 
petrol fumes. Fires had been started in the 
entrance hall and basement. 

Nazir Hussain, secretary of the Islamic 
Centre, said that the front door had been 
forced open. 

(Eastern Eye 9.6.92) 
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CHEMICAL BLACKING 
PHOSPHATING 
DE-RUSTING Etc 


Workers at Burnsall Ltd in Smethwick strike in support of a demand by the GMB 
for union recognition. Most employees are Punjabi women who are concerned 
about health and safety in their jobs, which require them to handle chemicals. A 
secret ballot conducted by the GMB found that many were suffering ill effects: 
breathing difficulties, headaches, tiredness and burns. The workers are 
demanding a joint union and management safety committee to identify and 
eliminate the many hazards at the factory. They are also demanding equal pay 
for the women workers, who earn £20 to £30 a week less than the men. 


Government clamps 
down on Gypsies 


The government seems set to remove 
rights for gypsy travellers established 
under the 1968 Caravan Sites Act. 
Tory MP John Carlisle has called for 
“more harassment and more 
discouragement” of travellers. 


The 1968 Act required local authorities to 
provide sites for travellers living in their area. 
Authorities which provided sufficient sites 
could apply for “designation”, making it a 
criminal offence for gypsies to stay anywhere 
but the official site. In reality enough sites 
have been provided for only about a third of 
all travellers, and these sites are often located 
in unsuitable, unhealthy, places, with few 
amenities. 

Some authorities have been designated 
without having any sites, and the government 
has never compelled local authorities to 
provide sites, as they should under the law. 

A Department of the Environment 
consultation paper on the Caravan Sites Act, 
due to be published in the autumn, is 
expected to propose the repeal of all or much 
of the Act. 

Right-wing Tory MPs have demanded 
tough action. Bowen Wells, Conservative MP 
for East Hertfordshire, will introduce a 10- 
minute bill in November to abolish the 
Caravan Sites Act and _ require local 
authorities to sell gypsy sites. 

He said: “We have to alter this legislation 
because it encourages illegal and threatening 
behaviour which is terrifying the ordinary 
people in this country. The Act has 


encouraged the development of more people 
who have become a law unto themselves.” 

Cranley Onslow, MP for Woking, has 
promised to use his Private Member’s Bill, 
due to receive a reading in February, to repeal 
the legislation, if the consultation paper does 
not propose sufficient changes. 

John Carlisle, MP for Luton North, said: “I 
feel we should reduce the number of sites and 
those people allowed on to these should be 
genuine Romanies who we know and love. 
There will have to be more harassment and 
more discouragement.” 

A sign of the increasingly poisonous anti- 
gypsy feeling being whipped up by politicians 
was an item in the Hucknall and Bulwell 
Dispatch, Nottingham. “Man in the street”, 
referring to some travellers who had dared to 
stay on waste land for a few days, said: 
“AAGH! ... They’re not back, surely? Not 
the stinker tinkers! We’d like to think that 
they are at last getting the message (not least 
from this newspaper) that they are simply 
NOT welcome in Hucknall and Bulwell.” 

Currently hopes for defending the human 
rights of travellers rest with the European 
Commission for Human Rights. The legality 
of designation is being challenged on the 
ground that it discriminates by creating an 
offence which can only be committed by one 
specific group of people. 

Luke Clements, a Hereford solicitor who 
specialises in defending travellers, said: “It is 
tantamount to saying there is a concentration 
camp or a ‘homeland’ where you must go to 
or we will kick you out of our country.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ DOG ATTACK BULLY FINED 

A man who threw his Rottweiler dog 
into a car with four Asian men in it has 
been fined £500. Garage boss Alistair 
Forster denied being a racist, but before 
the attack is said to have told mechanic 
Richard Mathews: “I’m going to have a 
bit of fun with the black bastards.” 

Forster then drew alongside the 
Asian men’s car and said: “My dog 
wants a word.” 

He pushed the dog into the car and 
closed the door. The men fled and the 
dog chewed off an arm rest. 

The prosecutor said the reason for 
the attack was racial bigotry. 

Forster, of Darlington, admitted 
threatening behaviour and being in 
charge of a dog that was out of control 
in a public place. 

He was fined £500 and ordered to 
pay £150 compensation and £25 costs, 
bound over for two years in the sum of 
£200, and banned from keeping a dog 
for the same period. 

(Eastern Eye 19.5.92) 


@ DRIVEN OUT 

Residents in an area of Huddersfield 
ganged up on a black newcomer and 
made her life such a misery that she was 
driven out after only a week. 

When Maria Whitley went away for 
the weekend, to escape the persecution, 
her neighbours broke in and helped 
themselves to her property. She arrived 
home to find the back door kicked in 
and items worth £500 stolen. 

Police recovered property worth 
£130 from homes in the area, including 
some at the home of Ms Sheila Hanley, 
36, a mother of four. Hanley denied 
taking part in the persecution of Maria 
Whitley and said she had only been 
helping herself like everyone else. She 
admitted burglary. 

Judge John Altman said he was 
shocked by the persecution of Maria 
Whitley: “It is a most appalling 
situation. Those involved must expect 
severe penalties.” 

He told Hanley: “Had there been the 
least suggestion that you were in any 
way involved in the appalling 
persecution, you would have received a 
very substantial, immediate prison 
sentence. I take a very serious view of a 
racially motivated burglary committed 
in the context of a neighbourhood 
ganging up on a new arrival.” 

He ordered Hanley to pay £103 
compensation after being told that two 
other women, aged 18 and 24, had 
admitted breaking into the house and 
been ordered to pay that amount by 
another judge. 

Ms Hanley admitted an additional 
charge of obtaining goods by deception 
and asked for 56 other cases to be taken 
into consideration. Sentence was 
deferred until January. 

(Guardian 28.7.92) 
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@ ABUSIVE WATCHDOG 

The head of the Press Complaints 
Commission has made the astonishing 
claim that it is acceptable to use race 
abuse terms such as “paki” and “‘wog”. 

Lord McGregor’s outburst was made 
on a television interview on the Channel 4 
programme Hard News. 

He said: “It seems to me that there are 
plenty of acceptable uses of the word 
‘paki’. If you are in Scotland, you say I 
am going to buy my morning rolls from 
the paki.” 

Leicester East MP Keith Vaz, a 
member of the Home Affairs Committee 
of the House of Commons, said: “I find 
Lord McGregor’s remarks bizarre and 
will be demanding his appearance before 
the Committee to explain his views on 
such racist language.” 


Marc Wadsworth, chair of the 
National Union of Journalists Black 
Members’ Council, said he was 


“appalled” by the comments. 

“The man must go. He is clearly an 
out of date white racist.” 
(Eastern Eye 26.5.92) 


@ NOTTINGHAM ATTACKS 
Racist attacks are on the increase in 
Nottinghamshire. 

The Nottingham and District Racial 
Equality Council’s annual report says 
that the past 12 months have been the 
worst on record for racial attacks and 
harassment. 

In the past year the REC dealt with 
110 incidents, while Nottinghamshire 
police recorded a further 130 incidents. 
These incidents ranged from verbal abuse 
to violent physical attacks. 

Milton Crosdale, director of the REC, 
called for tougher action by the courts on 
racial attacks. 

He said a common incident recording 
system was now being developed, with the 
REC, housing department, police and the 
link line run by the Afro-Caribbean and 
Asian Forum working together. 
(Nottingham Evening Post 10.7.92) 


@ OLIVER PRYCE KILLING - NO 
POLICE ACTION 

None of the police officers concerned will 
face disciplinary action over the death of 
a black man who an inquest jury decided 
was unlawfully killed while in police 
custody. 

The Police Complaints Authority said 
it agreed with the decision of Jack Ordy, 
Deputy Chief Constable of Cleveland, 
that the six officers involved in the arrest 
of Oliver Pryce in Middlesbrough in 1990 
should not be disciplined. 

Mr Pryce, 30, a former karate 
international from Wolverhampton, 
suffered from psychiatric problems and 
was arrested after jumping in front of an 
ambulance. 

He died from asphyxiation after being 
thrown into a police van and held in a 
neck lock. There had been allegations 
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Reading 


anti-fascist 
eroup 
formed 


Reading Campaign against Racism 
and Fascism has_ been formed, 
following racist attacks by members of 
the British National Party. 


Racist attacks in Reading doubled over the 
last year to more than 50. In May members of 
the British National Party, chanting “Blacks 
out”, leafleted Caversham and Whitley. When 
the 25-strong gang was moved on from 
Caversham shopping precinct by the police, 
they attacked a black man from Whitley. 

A woman, aged 30, who was also attacked, 
said the thugs used bottles and fence posts as 
weapons. 

Kevin Durham, secretary of Reading 
CARF, said the group was seeking support 
from the main political parties, as well as 


Reading Campaign 
Against Racism And Fascism 


Reading Campaign Against Racism and Fascism is a 
broad based non-sectarian organisation working to unite 
once 


all les 0 ftigal opinierringhe coi ity 
cies ae racist ics: or psa thfftows. 


Throughout Europe and in parts of Britain racist and 
fascist attacks are on the increase. Recent weeks have 
seen attempts by the British National Party and other Neo- 
Nazi gangs to establish a presence in Reading. We gaust 
st is F. 
— = yall = - 
In order to fight this potential threat we are calling upon 
political, community and religious leaders to join us. 


We believe that the overwhelming majority of Reading 
residents are firmly opposed to the presence of these anti- 
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In the coming months, we will be organising a programme 
of activities and we are asking YOU to join with us in 
making Reading Campaign against Racism and Fascism 
as widely representative as possible of the i 2 
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You can contact us through Reading CRE at 
2 Silver Street, READING, RG1 2ST 
Tel: 0734 868755 


P&P by Kevin Durham for the RCARF, c/o 2 Siiver Street 


religious and community groups. The aim was 
to have an educational role, with cultural 
events, rather than seek physical confrontation 
with fascist groups. 

Reading CARF can be contacted through 
Reading CRE at 2 Silver Street, Reading, 
RG1 2ST, telephone 0734 868755. 


Black man plus new car 


World boxing champion Colin 
McMillan has complained about police 
harassment after being stopped at 
11.30 pm on 10 July in Victoria, 
London, as he strolled back to his car 
with a burger. 


Two policewomen, one of them black, 
asked for proof that he owned the D 


that police officers had subjected him to 
racial abuse. 

The Crown Prosecution Service 
decided that the officers concerned would 
not be prosecuted and reaffirmed this 
position after the inquest verdict. 

Lawyers point out that the police have 
never been prosecuted in any case where 
there have been allegations over the death 
of black people after their arrest. 

The family is believed to be 
considering a private prosecution in 
addition to a current civil action. 
(Independent 29.7.92) 

@ £10,000 AWARD FOR “BLACK 
SLAVES” 

Five catering staff, sacked from London’s 
South Bank Arts Centre after being 
referred to as “black slaves”, have been 
awarded £2,000 each. 

An industrial tribunal in south 
London found that National Leisure 
Catering Ltd had racially discriminated 
against the five. 

A senior manager, Mark Perl, was 
overheard by one of the five, saying: 


registration Golf GTI car. He gave his name 
and address and a check showed it was his 
car, but the police officers insisted on 
searching it. They said his eyes were glazed, 
he was acting irrationally and they were 
looking for drugs. 

Mr McMillan is a vigorous anti-drugs 
campaigner and does not drink. 

Three policemen arrived and by this time a 


“TI am going to see my black slaves.” 

On another occasion Mr Perl told a 
white employee that she should not resign 
because the management was “only after 
the blacks”. 

The company took over the South 
Bank Centre in February last year. 

The five, who had previously been 
employed as supervisors by the old 
contractors, were offered jobs as counter 
hands. They refused and, six weeks later, 
were sacked. 

One of the five, Frank Keneyinboh, 
32, said he was satisfied with the ruling 
but not the award. 

“That six weeks was a living hell. We 
were subjected to all sorts of racial abuse. 
I would have thought the award should 
have been more,” he said. 

(Guardian 29.7.92,Independent 29.7.92) 


@ LABOUR PARTY ACCUSED OF 
VOTE RIGGING 

The Labour Party in Birmingham has 
been accused of using a “sophisticated 
form of inequality” to prevent Asians 
gaining greater political influence. The 


a 


Racism still rife 
in British prisons 


Racism is rife in the prison service, 
according to a damning report by the 
Prison Reform Trust. Both black staff 
and black prisoners face 
discrimination and abuse. 


The report quotes a supervisor, referring to 
black people, saying: “You can’t have them 
doing this job. It would be different if it was a 
banana factory I was running here. Then it 
would be right up their street.” 

White prison officers call black inmates 
“niggers” and “coons”, the report says. 

The Prison Reform Trust’s deputy director, 
Adam Sampson, said racism was a serious 
problem in the service, especially among 
junior ranks. 

There were too many black prisoners and 
too few black members of staff. 

“More than 15 per cent of prisoners are 
from ethnic minorities, compared with only 
3.5 per cent of the population as a whole — 
yet the percentage of black prison staff is 


only a fraction of this amount,” he said 

The report says that the successful 
recruitment and retention of black staff is a 
priority. 

It makes specific recommendations, 
including making racial prejudice or 
discrimination by officers a _ disciplinary 
offence, and encouraging black officers to 
lodge complaints against racist colleagues. 

Recruitment boards should be made 
multiracial and there should be monitoring of 
race relations policies, improved race relations 
training and support and counselling for black 
staff. Prisoners should be involved in anti- 
racist strategies. 

Searchlight has previously highlighted the 
fact that some prison officers are members of 
fascist organisations, such as the National 
Front and British National Party, and have 
openly flaunted fascist insignia while on duty. 
It is surely time that membership of such 
organisations was made incompatible with the 
duties of a prison officer. 


equals police trouble 


small crowd had gathered. The police officers 
refused to replace his possessions in the car. 

As the police left, the white WPC was 
heard to say: “They should have stayed in 
Brixton.” 

The boxer, who is married with a young 
daughter, made a written complaint the next 
day and said he was going to sue for damages. 

Other black athletes have also suffered 


study, carried out in Small Heath by two 
academics, is, they say, relevant to other 
parts of the country as well. 

Roger Godsiff, a white official of the 
GMB general workers’ union, was the 
victor in a closely fought selection battle 
with opponent Mohammed Afzal, a local 
Labour councillor. In a_ constituency 
where over 43 per cent of the population 
are from ethnic minorities, Mr Afzal had 

e a lead over Mr Godsiff in individual 
votes, but lost because Mr Godsiff had the 
block votes of the trade unions. 

The study says: “The failure of an 
Asian candidate to be selected in the area 
was not the result of crude racism. It was 
the outcome of a sophisticated form of 
inequality where the institutions of the 
Labour Party can incorporate members 
from the Asian community while 
maintaining control and power in the 
hands of established leadership. 

“The Small Heath case seems to 
indicate that attempts to make the 
Labour Party more open and democratic 
have not succeeded in transforming long- 
established patterns of political patronage 


police harassment. In 1988 sprinter Linford 
Christie was falsely arrested and accused of 
stealing a car. He recently received a £30,000 
settlement from the Metropolitan Police. 
Boxer Maurice Hope accepted £50,000 
damages from the Metropolitan Police in 
1990 after suing for false imprisonment and 
malicious prosecution in connection with 
drugs charges which were later dropped. 


and favouritism.” 

Roger Godsiff, who was sponsored by 
the GMB, was elected MP in April. He 
succeeded Denis Howell, who was also a 
GMB nominee. 

Denis Howell has accused Muslims of 
trying to seize control of the local Labour 
party. He accused prospective councillors 
of packing selection meetings with over 
300 people and said: “Some of them do 
not even speak English and know nothing 
about political philosophies. We have 
even had motions that meetings be held in 
Urdu.” 

The Labour Party establishment has 

supported his claims by obtaining 
permission from the national executive to 
move selection meetings for the May 1994 
council elections to September this year. 
This move will freeze constituency 
electoral rolls and prevent new members 
being able to vote. 
(Who Represents Us?: Racialised Politics 
and Candidate Selection; Les Back and 
John Solomos, Birkbeck College, 
University of London. £3. Independent 
1.6.92, 27.7.92) 


Nicky Crane 
comes out of 
the closet 


Nicky Crane, 34, the psychopathic racist 
thug, involved in many violent attacks on 
black people, left-wingers, Jews and 
gays, has admitted on television that he 
is an active homosexual. 

Interviewed on the Channel 4 
programme Out, Crane said that since 
coming to terms with his sexual identity 
he has abandoned all _ right-wing 
affiliations and is now apolitical. 

Crane was previously the Kent 
organiser of the British Movement and 
served three prison sentences, including 
four years for an attempted ambush of a 
train carrying black people. 

He was a minder of the fascist band 
Skrewdriver and admitted jumping on 
the head of a comatose left-winger in a 
gang attack. 

How far Crane has abandoned his 
earlier beliefs remains to be seen. The 
young man interviewed with him clearly 
expressed anti-black views. 

Crane’s coming out points to two 
things. In the first place it is a 


confirmation of the truth that many 
“queer bashers” are repressed 
homosexuals themselves. In the second 
place it indicates the adoption of the 
skinhead style by some members of the 
gay community. 

At one level this can be seen as 
merely adopting a “butch” masculine 
style, or to frighten off potential 
attackers, but for other people it is more 
sinister. 

Black gays interviewed on Out said 
they were totally opposed to the gay 
skinhead style. 

It is impossible for a black person to 
know if someone dressed as a skinhead is 
a “real” skinhead or not. Even if the 
person is only a “style” skinhead, he is 
still wearing the uniform of the 
oppressor. 

Out also pointed to disturbing 
evidence that some gay skinheads are 
attracted to “White Power” 
sadomasochistic sex games. 

(Independent 27.7.92, Sun 30.7.92,Out 
29.7.92) 
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After a year-long wait since first being 
charged, Searchlight editor Gerry 
Gable and Anti-Fascist Action activist 
Gary O’Shea appeared at Southwark 
Crown Court on charges of inciting 
violent disorder before a League of St 
George symposium on 25 May 1991. 
O’Shea was also charged with the 
theft of a flag. 


The prosecution case against Gable was 
that he had been the instigator and controller 
of a well-planned invasion of a hall at 
Kensington library, where the symposium 
was to take place with speakers including the 
now-deceased Jeffrey Hamm, Oswald 
Mosley’s former political secretary and a 
wartime detainee; Steven Brady, who has a 
conviction for actual bodily harm and has 
recently left the National Front but was then 
its deputy chairman; and Tony Wells, alias 
Lecomber, alias East, the British National 
Party’s own mad bomber, who is presently 
serving a three-year sentence for a violent 
assault on a Jewish teacher with a gang of his 
chums. O’Shea was accused of an assault on 
a police officer. 

Prosecuting counsel made much of a sports 
bag full of weapons ranging from metal bars 
to lumps of concrete, and it was implied that 
this was the property of people who had got 
into the hall by producing forged tickets. 

The case had been handled very strangely 
from the start. After only eight minutes of a 
police interview, Gable was charged on three 
counts. These were later reduced to one in 
order to facilitate the placing of Gable and 
O’Shea in the same dock, something which 
whoever was. behind the prosecution 
appeared almost desperate to do. 

Another questionable feature is that the 
case went ahead although both defendants’ 
lawyers considered there was actually only a 
minimal chance of obtaining a conviction. 
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Justice, but a | 


Normally the Crown Prosecution Service 
only goes ahead with a prosecution if there is 
at least a 51 per cent chance of a conviction. 

When Gerry Gable spoke to the press at the 
end of the trial, one of the questions he raised 
— which went unreported — was: who had 
hijacked the Crown Prosecution Service to 
pursue a political prosecution? Certainly this 
was not something decided at junior level and 
just as certainly Barbara Mills, the new 
Director of Public Prosecutions, who told the 
press when she took over her post that she 
would review all controversial cases before 
they went ahead, must have decided to let this 
one pass by. 

Other matters of concern are the instruction 
that Gable’s case should not be tried during or 
in the run-up to the general election, and the 
worried tone of an_ internal CPS 
memorandum, which stated that Colin Jordan 
had complained about Gable’s relationship 
with this office. 

It clearly begs the question of who among 
the CPS staff would even have heard of Colin 
Jordan, a much convicted post-war nazi 
godfather of British extremist politics, let 
alone why anybody should give a damn about 
his complaint. 

The reality is that the only relationship 
Searchlight’s editor has had with the CPS was 
to criticise its former head for his failure to 
pursue cases against nazis with as much 
vigour as he should have done. 

The prosecution case rested solely on the 
evidence of a handful of neo-nazis who had 
been present at Kensington library, plus one 
independent and honest witness, a council 
caretaker. Gable, defended by Adrian Fulford, 
wanted not only to clear his name but also to 
use the trial to expose the criminality of his 
accusers. 

The star witness against him was Keith 
Thompson, who has a long and disgusting 
record of association with and membership of 


é 


OT OEE eam qed ADR idtinnmilanns eemmgmateagh,  t 
meme 


} ~ “UNION” MOVEMENT 


Mn hn Se ne pare. 2/ 9LE2s. 


ow & fer ss tlie Snded pind Send I 


j 


“ 


Early evidence of Thompson’s membership of Oswald Mosley’s security corps 
(bully boys) while he was still serving in the airforce 
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KEITH MICHAEL THOMPSON 
HAS THIS DAY BEEN PROFESSED ACCORDING TO THE 


ODINIC RITE 
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The pagan document that caused 
concern over whether Keith 
Thompson’s oath on a Christian Bible 
had any validity 


groups including Mosley’s Union Movement 
and the League of St George, of which he was 
a founder member, and is a sworn member of 
the British Ku Klux Klan. Documents 
produced by the defence showed he has had 
close association with convicted murderers 
and bombers in Britain and the United States. 

Thompson had problems right from the 
start. When taking the oath he swore on the 
New Testament. The defence immediately 
questioned whether his Christian oath was 
worth anything, as he had sworn allegiance to 
the Odinic Rite. Time and time again he was 
goaded with the question of whether he 
sought a pagan Valhalla or a Christian 
heaven. 

On the first day of his two days in the 
witness box he appeared to amaze both judge 
and jury when he claimed not to know about 
the criminal convictions of his invited 
speakers and went on to say that he thought 
Lecomber, who had served three years in 
prison for setting off a nail-bomb and being in 
possession of electronic detonators and 
grenades, had been in trouble over a 
“firework or something”. 

He caused further disbelief when he 
maintained that there were no gas chambers 
in the nazi death camps and argued that while 
he was against the mass murder of children, 
killing adults was more of a philosophical 
matter. 

Towards the end of his examination by 
prosecuting counsel, he accused Gerry Gable 
of committing a burglary at his home some 
years earlier. Because of Searchlight’s policy 
of protecting its sources, the defence had 
been reluctant to raise this issue, but when 
Thompson denied ownership of an obscene 
racist cartoon, the defence pointed out to him 
that the cartoon had come from his home, not 
from a robbery but by arrangement. The court 
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went on to hear how in 1979 and 1982 
Thompson had sold extremely valuable 
information about the League of St George’s 
domestic and _ international structure, 
including membership and subscriber lists, to 
Searchlight for £480 on one occasion and 
£500 on another. When asked if he had 
reported the alleged burglary to the police, he 
admitted in a very low tone that he had never 
contacted the police about the matter. 

Thompson ended his’ evidence by 
admitting, during re-examination by the 
prosecutor, that Gable had only stopped 
violence in the hall and had not initiated 
anything. 

With his star witness discredited, one would 
have thought the prosecutor would have had 
the good grace to halt the case. But we had to 
suffer two more days of evidence from nazis. 

First came Brian White, who had taken a 
substantial beating during fighting at the hall, 
which the defence claimed White and the 
group of people with whom he had arrived 
had initiated. White claimed he had been 
alerted to the takeover of the hall because he 
had seen people present that were not his type 
of person. When asked by Adrian Fulford 
what his type of person was, he replied: “You 
are sir.’ “No sir’, retorted the defence 
barrister, “I am not your kind of person, 
neither wearing this wig nor without it.” 

A few minutes later White admitted 
knowing the subject of a photograph he was 
shown of a bonehead neo-nazi from the 
British National Socialist Movement wearing 
a full illegal paramilitary uniform. He was 
then told that this was his kind of person. 

The next neo-nazi dredged up by the 
prosecution was John Harrison, who claimed 
to have been knocked unconscious during the 
fighting, but then admitted he had sought no 
medical attention whatsoever. Under cross- 
examination he was asked if he had ever been 
a nazi, which he denied. In the course of the 
next 15 minutes, using a stack of research 
material provided by Searchlight, Adrian 
Fulford revealed that John Edward Lee 
Harrison was a registered supporter of the 
Nation Socialist Movement in 1962 and an 
east London branch official of the National 
Front in the 1970s. 

Another witness, who was not called, was 
James Keogh. He must have _ been 
disappointed at not being able to put in an 
appearance after all the coaching he had been 
given at the BNP headquarters on how to lie 
in the witness box. 

The only witness who was not a nazi, the 
caretaker, caused acute embarrassment to the 
prosecution when he revealed that the bag of 
weapons had not in fact been downstairs, 
where the anti-fascists were, but upstairs 
under a table manned by the League’s 
security guard, Stephen Vallance. According 
to the caretaker, the only other people around 
in that area were about 20  neo-nazi 
boneheads, mostly in uniform. 

Vallance was to be the final witness, as the 
prosecution had decided that calling Mark 
Taha, a self-confessed sadomasochist, might 


have done its case no favours. Vallance, from 
Newham in east London, has two convictions 
for theft and two for actual bodily harm, and 
was not exactly going to shine during his 
cross-examination. 

He had already let the cat out of the bag 
during examination by prosecuting counsel 
when he told the court that a team of people 
from the National Front, coming to assist with 
security, had been sent away by Thompson at 
a critical time. 

Fortunately for Mr Vallance, he did not 
have to face defence questioning, because at 
lunchtime on the fourth day of the trial the 
prosecution agreed it had no case on the 
violence charges and called the whole thing 
off. Costs were awarded to both defendants. 

The outstanding matter of the theft of the 
flag was settled by Gary O’Shea agreeing to 
be bound over in the sum of £50 for six 
months. This is not a conviction and in the 
words of prosecuting counsel, it appeared to 
be just a matter of winning the enemy’s 
colours. 

Gary O’Shea was legally aided but Gerry 
Gable, despite winning costs, has to pay all 
his legal bills and it could be as long as eight 
months before any money is recovered. Even 
at that stage the Crown is likely to reimburse 
only a proportion, possibly less than half, of 
his costs, which are in the region of £20,000. 
Any contributions in the wake of this 
magnificent victory over the fascist liars 
would still be very welcome. 

Gerry’s family and the Searchlight team 
will never forget the support and solidarity 
shown by our readers all over the world. The 
victory has been a great morale booster for 
the movement as far away as the United 
States and Canada. It is also an important 
victory for journalists, who can now continue 
to report such events without going in fear of 
arrest. 

But as we have already said, the two 
questions of who initiated this prosecution — 
and why — remain unanswered. 
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Obscene racist cartoon found among 
Keith Thompson’s personal papers 


Blind justice 


Comparisons, according to Shakespeare, 
are odorous. They can also be revealing. 

In May, the British establishment, for 
reasons which defy analysis, decided not 
to seek extradition from Germany of the 
former deputy commandant of the Nazi 
concentration camp that was set up on 
the Channel Island of Alderney after the 
German invasion in the second world 
war. Kurt Klebeck had been sentenced to 
ten years’ imprisonment by a British 
military court in Hanover in 1947, for 
crimes committed while he was 
commandant of a camp there. It is, says 
the British government, the business of 
the German authorities to deal with the 
matter of the events on Alderney and 
Klebeck’s responsibilities there. 

About 1,000 prisoners — Poles, Czechs, 
French, Dutch and some locals — were 
held in Sylt, the Alderney camp, by SS 
guards. Witnesses have attested to 
torture, killings and inhuman conditions. 
One socialist kept there has testified that 
in the 16 months of his imprisonment, 350 
inmates were killed, most by shooting, 
some by malnutrition and others by 
sickness. 

Official documents, including a report 
by British Military Intelligence, are not to 
be released until 2045. 

Kurt Klebeck, now 86 years old, lives 
contentedly in Hamburg, his whereabouts 
known to all relevant authorities. Nobody 
is lifting a finger. 

But at least German justice is not 
totally blind: certainly on one occasion 
recently it has meted out what it regards 
as fit punishment for a killing that took 
place in a Russian prisoner of war camp 
in 1947, 45 years ago. 

Gerhard Bégelein, 68, was accused of 
conspiring with another man (the then 
camp electrician who has long since 
disappeared in Poland), in a camp at 
Klaipeda, Lithuania, _to murder 
Oberstabsrichter Erich Kallmerten “out 
of hatred for Nazi justice”. Kallmerten, a 
fellow prisoner, was a former Wehrmacht 
judge. 

Bégelein had made a written statement 
directly after the killing of Kallmerten. 
He had obtained a confession from 
Kallmerten about death sentences passed 
by him in the name of the Nazi courts. 

In contrast to the British government’s 
reluctance to pursue justice in the case of 
Klebeck, one may only marvel at the 
thoroughness of the German authorities. 
The charge against Bégelein had been 
outstanding since 1950 (he was an East 
German citizen until reunification). He 
got life imprisonment. 

One fact is most interesting. The 
charges laid against Bogelein in 1950 in 
Hamburg, where Klebeck _ lives 
undisturbed, were the result of the 
labours of one Kurt Steckel, examining 
magistrate, who just happened to be the 
former prosecutor of the Nazi Special 
Court (Sondergerichts) in Konigsberg. 

At long last, justice has been done... 
but whose? 
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Hill Street News is an_ occasional 
column, written in his own inimitable 
style, by Ray Hill, who was 
Searchlight’s mole inside _ the 
leadership of the British nazi right and 
the neo-nazi European _ terror 
networks in the 1970s and 1980s. 


It’s been a period of ups and downs for 
Britain’s nazis. The continuing exodus from 
the National Front is following the pattern 
that Searchlight predicted earlier this year, 
with a number of fascists who have chosen 
not to join the British National Party turning 
up around the Tory fringes. 

Mark Cotterill, one of the most active of 
the NF old guard in the West Country, has 
decided that the Tory party might make a 
better home for him than the BNP. Cotterill 
turned up at David Irving’s London seminar a 
couple of months ago but was treated with 
deep suspicion by the BNP members present, 
who thought he might be an informer. So he 
went back down to Devon where he swiftly 
set up the “South Devon Patriotic Forum” 
with the slogan “Back Britain not Brussels, 
Britain for the British”. This makes him the 
second fascist to get into federalist politics 
recently, the other being Stuart Millson, late 
of the BNP. 

The Forum has as its secretary Keith 
Jowsey from Paignton, who was an NF 
organiser in the Midlands in the late 1970s. It 
is chaired by Ian Loram, who at the general 
election signed the nomination papers for the 
NF candidate, Bob Jones. Loram claims not 
to be a member of any fascist group. The 
local Conservatives have been denying that 
Cotterill has joined their ranks. One anti- 
fascist said this may be because Cotterill is 
too moderate. 

There is an odd by-product from all this. A 
local male-chauvinist cider bar, owned by 
Richard Knibbs, has been refusing to serve 
pints to women. Riding to the MCPs’ rescue 
is Mrs June Spry, another member of the 
South Devon Patriotic Forum, who 
incidentally was the NF _ parliamentary 
candidate for Torbay in 1979. This is clearly 
somebody who subscribes to the fascist view 
that the role of women should revolve around 
children, the kitchen and the church. 


Burning crosses 


I see the white sheet brigade are busy with a 
summer outing or two. They managed to burn 
a cross in the Brownhills suburb of 
Birmingham last month, fleeing just ahead of 
the arrival of the fire brigade and police. The 
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media did not seem to be aware that this was 
part of a series of cross burnings that have 
been taking place in Nottingham and 
Derbyshire in the last few months. 

Talking about British nazis aping their 
American counterparts, a BNP member, 
Adrian Blundell of Popular Avenue, 
Brownhills, has set himself up as boss of the 
Aryan Resistance Movement in Britain. 
Being one of those shy and retiring young 
boneheads, he likes to hide his light under a 
bushel, or post office box number. 

The box number in question led back to 
Magnus (Max) Wagegg, of 55 Malmesbury 
Road, Birmingham, an old nazi of European 
origin who has often been seen on both NF 
and BNP activities. Max was really obliging 
in passing on the Coventry phone number of 
young Adrian’s girlfriend Kathy Murphy. 


(left) 


with Adrian 
Blundell (right), a couple who would 
clearly look better with white sheets 


Kathy Murphy 


over their heads, shown here at 
Dewsbury at a BNP revisionist rally 


Adrian in turn, responding to the promise of 
an interview for paramilitary training with 
Sean Slater in the United States, helpfully 
revealed his home address, but was not happy 
about the idea of top nazi brass from the USA 
visiting him there, because he lives with his 
parents who are not politically sympathetic to 
him. But who would be? The most militant 
action of this young nazi so far appears to be 
sending mail order catalogues to the home of 
Searchlight’s editor. 

Still with matters American, Harold 
Covington, whom Searchlight featured on the 
cover of its June 1992 issue, has fled back to 
the USA and has been writing to his mates in 
the BNP in Britain complaining that he was 
driven out by Searchlight’s exposé but will 
continue his activities from offshore. 


In the courts 


BNP leaders John Tyndall and Richard 
Edmonds were in court last month when they 
appealed against a conviction for distributing 
their racist muck in the London borough of 
Merton. A judge sitting with lay magistrates 
decided they had no grounds for appeal. So in 
addition to the heavy fines and costs already 
imposed on them, they each found themselves 
faced with another bill for £480 in costs. 
Edmonds’s defence of not being responsible 
for BNP activities was laughed out of court 
when the BNP’s own publications were 
produced to show exactly what level of 
authority he holds. 

I am sure that Tyndall and Edmonds will be 
pleased to know that part of the costs with 
which they have been landed will be going to 
pay Searchlight a fee for research carried out 
for Merton council’s legal department. I just 
hope other councils will pursue with the same 
vigour similar cases in the pipeline against 
the BNP. 


Thugs on the 
rampage 

Peace and quiet in the Nottinghamshire 
village of Flintham has been disturbed by 


weekly visits of gangs of BNP thugs. 
The Nottinghamshire Muslim community 
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has bought a property there to set up a 
Muslim college. While this has attracted 
some opposition, it has not been very 
significant, whereas the arrival every 
Wednesday of minibus-loads of young nazis 
wearing paramilitary gear has not been 
greeted with any pleasure at all by the local 
community, which promptly banned them 
from the pub. 

As we were going to press we heard 
Flintham was in for a further treat — a public 
rally to be staged by the BNP, hiding behind 
the slogan “Campaign for England”, on 
Saturday 22 August. 

Further south, in Northampton, BNP nazis 
put in an appearance in late July, 25-strong, to 
take over the sales pitch normally used by 
local anti-racists. When they were heckled, 
three of them ran up to the anti-fascists and 
physically assaulted them. But it seems the 
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police had been tipped off to the BNP’s 
operation and were waiting for them, clearly 
expecting violence. Two BNP members have 
been charged with assault. 

The Glorious Twelfth did not prove to be 
so glorious in Cannock for either the Labour- 
controlled local authority, which allowed the 
NF to rent a room, the Anti-Nazi League, 
which managed to get a number of anti- 
fascists arrested by insisting on fighting the 
police rather than the fascists, or the NF 


itself, whose members tried to make their 
getaway out the back when they became 
engaged in a meaningful discussion with a 
; group of anti-fascists who had their head 


screwed on the right way. 


The grass is 
greener 


Oh what a funny fellow Larry O’Hara is. He 
seems to be increasingly tetchy with the 
contents of my column. He objects to me 
referring to him as a political errand boy for 
Patrick Harrington and his Third Way 
organisation and threatens to go to the Press 
; Complaints Commission if his long rambling, 
) almost paranoid letter to Searchlight is not 
published in full. In the letter he claims he is 
an independent researcher and that his 
individual assessment of what is happening 
on the far right outweighs the experience of 
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the team that produces Searchlight and has an 
international reputation for accuracy and 
honesty. A better light might have been shed 
on O’Hara’s motives if, after attending 
Harrington’s London conference a couple of 
months ago, he had written a piece for 
Tribune, one of his regular outlets, informing 
its readers about the nature of the group 
assembled there. 

We at Searchlight are a bit old-fashioned in 
some things. We do not believe in balance 
when it comes to nazis. You are either against 
them or you are with them. And screaming 
threats and abuse onto Searchlight’s office 
answerphone is not going to do your 
reputation any good with anyone. 

Tribune’s little puff for O’Hara at the end 
| of July will do nothing to persuade real anti- 


fascists that Searchlight is in the wrong over 
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oer een 53 ond Pages me live in the area of 
Flintham h really warm welcome to 
the British national "Panty campaign insupport 
of England and the English, Local white folk 
have every right to say no Moslem's in their 
village's and no Islamic boarding school in 
Plinthom, 


They do not want it and we agree, Islam isan 
imported religion we do not need - we alrealy 
have a religion of a own here an: Fi Seles 
We say thanks - but thanks! In way can 
we sce any benefit fe as British annie: We 
care obout the British an@ will campaign for 
their defence. 


To demonstrate our committment to the people 
of England whose country this is the BNP will 
hold an open air public rally on Saturday, 22 
August. 
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Newark British National Party, P.O. Box 5 
Newark, Notts. NG2 3LD. 


this. I note that Tribune’s snide piece refers to 
O’Hara as an anti-fascist of long standing and 
describes Searchlight readers as “pea- 
brained”. Any journalist worth their salt 
would have contacted Searchlight for its view 
in the matter before going into print, but as 
we are not grasses, we shall not be rushing off 
to the Press Complaints Commission. 

For the record, Mr O/’Hara’s past 
membership of the Socialist Workers’ Party is 
no basis on which to build a reputation for 
being an anti-fascist. And Mr O’Hara’s claim 
also to have been active in Big Flame is 
viewed with curiosity by former members of 
that organisation who can only recall his 
fleeting attendance at one meeting. 


Goebbeldy-gook 


Could there be seme friction between John 
Tyndall, boss of the BNP, and David Irving, 
the historical revisionist? In the August issue 
of Spearhead, Tyndall’s “What we think” 
editorial appears to dismiss the Goebbels 
diaries as akin to the forged Hitler diaries. 
While lambasting the Jewish community, 
saying that people’s tolerance of Jews in this 
country is being strained because of their 
protests over Irving’s activities, he also 
criticises Irving for accepting an engagement 
from the Sunday Times to work on the 
Goebbels diaries, which Tyndall in his great 
wisdom appears to think are not credible. I 
think the two men need to sit down in a cool 
dark room for a long talk about getting their 
stories and political positions right. 

What is helping nobody is the circulation 
of a clearly forged leaflet, purporting to have 
been distributed via Irving’s fax machine, 
crudely attacking the Jewish community. At 
least one Member of Parliament, Brian 
Wilson, reported the leaflet to the Attorney- 
General. Searchlight can say categorically 
that the leaflet was not issued by Irving. The 
only people who appear to benefit from it are 
a small but very noisy group of alleged anti- 
fascist activists who are named in it. There is 
nothing like self promotion, I suppose. There 
are enough genuine reasons to demand a curb 
on the antics of David Irving without having 
to stoop to this form of stupidity. 

While we are on about stupidity, I should 
think the letters’ editor of the Harrogate 
Advertiser must be well up the list for taking 
a prize. On 7 August it published a letter from 
Steve Gaunt from an address in Croatia, 
where he is recuperating after having his foot 


blown off by a land mine while fighting with 
a bunch of fellow fascists and neo-nazis 
against the Serbs. He was complaining that 
the paper had suggested he was paying the 
price of fighting in a civil war. The letter is a 
fairly lengthy diatribe about fighting for 
freedom and against communism, and so on 
and so forth. Perhaps readers should have 
been told that Mr Gaunt was sent to prison for 
a racial attack, when he was a member of the 
National Front and British Movement in 
Britain. By the way, I heard the other day that 
another old Fronter, Ron Bullard, is out in 
Croatia doing his bit as well. 

Somebody you don’t hear much about 
these days is Andrew Brons, the former chair 
of the National Front, who learned his politics 
at the knee of Colin Jordan back in the sixties 
when he was a teenager. Brons used to teach, 
of all things, constitutional law and history at 
a Harrogate college. That bit of hypocrisy 
seems to be over as he is now teaching 
English at the John Fisher Catholic school in 
Harrogate. 


FINALLY, Larry 
O Hara, who contributed _ 
a piece to Tribune a few 
weeks ago on the — _ 

_ National Front, has 
complained to the Press __ 
Complaints Commission 
about the way his piece 
was misrepresented in 
the current issue of the 
anti-fascist magazine, 
Searchlight. A piece - 
signed by Ray Hill 
describes Mr O’Hara as 
“a political errand boy” 
for the former NF leader 
Patrick Harrington, now 
in charge of his own 
“Third Way” _ 
organisation, which Mr _ 
O'Hara reckons is 
“Poujadist”?and 
Searchlight believes to 
be —— 
fascist. -. 
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standing anti -fascist _ 
now workingona - 
doctoral thesis on he - 
National Front. He- 
complains that — sl 
Searchlight’s treatment 
of him puts him in 
danger of assault from 
pea-brained anti 
who take Searchlight 
its word. Not for the 
time, Searchlight’ 
editor, Gerry Gab 
should be ash hehe 
himself. 
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Gas, guns... 


In May Searchlight disclosed the direct 
link between Iraq’s “supergun” and 
the ““Hochdruckpumpe”, developed by 
the Waffen-SS, which was intended for 
the bombardment of southern 
England during the second world war. 
Recent developments in Germany 
show that the supergun project, 
thought to have been finally consigned 
to history’s scrap-yard in Iraq, is still 
changing hands — and still in service to 
the creed which first deployed it. 


The German press has reported on 
investigations into the supply of poison gas 
materials and plant by German firms to 
Libya. Apparently deeply embroiled in the 
plot was a shadowy figure with links to Iraq, 
Libya and the secret services of Britain and 
the USA. Of major interest to Searchlight 
investigators is the fact that the man in 
question was actively involved in the Nazi 
“special weapons” trials carried out during 
the second world war near Peenemiinde, the 
Vl and V2 rocket experimental site in 
northern Germany, and almost certainly had 
plans for a supergun installation in Libya. 

A television team from the German 
broadcasting company Siidwestfunk produced 
a remarkable story about Volker Weissheimer 
and his associates, some of whom are now in 
jail in Germany for their part in the plot to 
provide Gadaffi with chemical warfare 
agents. Having studied the reports from 
Germany, Searchlight believes the poison-gas 
plans of the Libyans included construction of 
a supergun launching ramp, designed by 
Weissheimer, who was well acquainted with 
the Nazi experiments and was _ personally 
praised by Adolf Hitler for his part in them. 


How does your garden grow? 


In a suburb near Lake Garda in Italy, a little 
German pensioner tends his garden. Here, 
close to the town of Salo, where Italian fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini and his most 
fanatical supporters held out until the last 
days of the war, a 71-year-old with greased- 
down hair and a small moustache lives almost 
unnoticed by his neighbours, many of whom 
are also German expatriates. In fact this little 
man, engrossed in his Saturday morning 
lawn-mowing, is a poison-gas dealer. 

In the summer of 1991, an employee of the 
chemical firm Imhausen, of Lahr in Germany, 
told the Siidwestfunk team that Weissheimer 
had introduced a long-time acquaintance of 
his, an exiled Iraqi called Barbouti, to the 
firm in 1984 and that Weissheimer took part 
in meetings with Imhausen bosses and 
Barbouti until 1986, about the construction of 
a poison-gas plant at Rabta in Libya. The 
project’s cover name was Pharma 150. His 
precise role was not clear. The informant 
knew only his name and that, strangely, no 
representative of the police or the security 
services had ever asked a question about him. 

In 1987, according to the former mayor of 
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Carlsberg, Weissheimer and his family 
suddenly abandoned the house in which they 
had been living, telling the local residence 
registration office that he was off to Taiwan 
and his wife to Singapore. They left no 
precise addresses. The ex-mayor said that 
there had often been Arab or African cars 
with diplomatic plates outside the 
Weissheimer residence. Weissheimer had told 
him of a Libyan project on which he was 
working together with the Imhausen firm. He 
hinted of weapons technology development, 
on a project of his own design. He was, the 
former mayor thinks, a shrewd businessman 
with international contacts, but a bit of a 
braggart and a sharp operator. 

Weissheimer called his “firm” the “RMS- 
Volker Weissheimer Group”, though in reality 
the “Group’s” office was his front room and 
he was a one-man band. He was a multi- 
talented technologist, a process engineer with 
good chemical knowledge, whose notepaper 
declared: “International chemicals and 
nuclear engineering”. The firm’s registered 
base was the tax haven of Jersey. 


The darling of the Third Reich 


A brochure from RMS contains a list of 
“overseas representatives”. Its one-time 
representative for Spain and North Africa is 
worth more than a cursory glance. He was 
Otto Skorzeny, former SS officer and darling 
of the Third Reich, who was personally 
chosen by Hitler to lead a successful mission 
with a team of paratroopers to free Mussolini 
from Allied imprisonment on a mountain top 
in September 1943. After the war, Skorzeny, 
like many of his former SS comrades, moved 
to Spain. He became involved in_ shifty 
Middle East arms dealing, together with Alois 
Brunner, close confidant of Adolf Eichmann. 
They were involved in the Libyan rocket 
programme with which the German firm 
OTRAG was engaged. 

Skorzeny died in 1975 and Weissheimer 
kept up the Nazi connection. Every year a 
Skorzeny “old comrades” group meets in a 
Frankfurt hotel. Weissheimer belonged to the 
group, among whom strange business deals 
were negotiated. According to the television 
team, there was some involvement with the 
deposed Shah of Persia’s loot. 

At the end of the 1970s Weissheimer was 
arranging mysterious financial deals through 
the Australian Nogan-Hand Bank, which, 
after its spectacular failure, was found to have 
been behind secret operations run by ex-CIA 
spooks, as well as the funding of Libyan 
armaments projects. 

Weissheimer often boasted of his work for 
the Third Reich on weapons development at 
the Luftwaffe testing site in Rechlin, an 
offshoot of the Peenemiinde V-weapons 
research centre and part of the area used 
extensively for weapons trials — including the 
Waffen-SS supergun. 

Around New Year 1984, Weissheimer 
turned up in London. He visited a man called 
Ihsan Barbouti, whom he had known for 
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Volker Weissheimer, the man who 
made Nazi weapons _ technology 
available to both Gadaffi and Iraq 


some years. They had cooperated on a 
scheme to finance a refinery project in Benin. 
According to former friends of Weissheimer 
the two talked incessantly about warfare and 
weapons development. 

Barbouti was in his element — it has been 
estimated that he was probably one of the 
biggest arms dealers of the past 20 years. An 
exiled Iraqi, he ran world-wide operations 
through his company Ihsan _ Barbouti 
International, based in London. He already 
had his fingers in the Iraqi poison-gas 
programme which had begun in the 1970s. 
German firms, including Karl Kolb of Hesse 
and the Hamburg company WET, were prime 
suppliers of materials and pilot plant. Western 
secret services have established a_ link 
between the boss of WET and Barbouti. 


The Libyan connection 


He did not confine his weapons-dealing 
business to Iraq. According to Siidwestfunk, 
Libya became more and more the centre of 
his activities. He was for a time reportedly 
involved in a nuclear programme and a solid- 
fuel rocket development. He finally got his 
fattest contract: the procurement of modern 
chemical weapons. It was, therefore, 
fortunate that he had a handy German to turn 
to. There was Volker Weissheimer, just the 
man for the job — and what is more, in 
1983/84 Weissheimer was in serious financial 
straits. The call went out and the two met, on 
an increasingly frequent basis, with 
Weissheimer making regular trips to London. 

England has long been a honeypot for 
poison-gas entrepreneurs. After the second 
world war, leading scientists from Nazi 
Germany, including experts in chemical 


...and gardening 


warfare, were interned here. They were 
closely questioned by spooks of various kinds 
who took copious notes. Reports of some of 
the interrogations were released from the 
archives in the 1970s. Some read like a text- 
book on the manufacture of such gases as 
Sarin, Soman and Lost. It seems the Iraqis 
found them _ interesting reading and 
approached German firms mentioned in the 
reports with a view to obtaining substances 
listed as necessary for gas production. 

In 1984, Libyan process engineering was 
due for modernisation. Weissheimer would 
have made an ideal man for the purpose. Was 
the Libyan poison-gas plant a step in that 
direction? It is certainly likely that it was 
planned by a former Nazi technologist on the 
basis of Nazi scientific know-how. There is 
no doubt that the plans for the Rabta 
installation came from Weissheimer and that 
they came from London. 

In April 1984, Weissheimer telephoned 
Otto Hinze, an industrial designer. He worked 
for a large engineering concern, but had 
cooperated with Weissheimer on building a 


Ihsan Barbouti, the Iraqi arms dealer, 
who acted as a conduit between 
Weissheimer and the Iraqi government 


recycling plant in Lindau, a project that had 
foundered, in part causing Weissheimer to 
voluntarily declare bankruptcy. Weissheimer 
trusted Hinze and invited him to Carlsberg, 
where he showed him his Libyan plans, 
which he said he had brought from London. 
The plans were for a chemical plant to be 
sited near Tripoli. Hinze remembers: “On the 
plans, Weissheimer had drawn machinery, 
chemical plant and piping. This was already 
there as a basis for discussion.” Next to the 
chemical plant, a remarkable trench was to be 
excavated: 180 metres long, 25 metres wide 
and 30 metres deep. It was to be significantly 
sloped and directed due north. Weissheimer 


did not want to explain at that time what the 
purpose of such a trench might be. Hinze was 
already having misgivings. In retrospect, he 
says: “When I saw pictures from Iraq of the 
supergun, I thought that this trench thing was 
not dissimilar.” 

Could it be that next to the poison-gas plant 
a ramp for the firing of missiles was 
intended? Had Gadaffi some crazy notion of 
bombarding the NATO bases in Sicily, or was 
it all a fantasy of Weissheimer’s, who had 
once worked for the Nazi “special weapons” 
development programme and who still had 
nostalgic memories of the old regime? 


Enter Gadaffi 


At Weissheimer’s request, in May 1984, 
Hinze met Barbouti in Frankfurt. Barbouti 
declared himself to be Gadaffi’s personal 
representative. He was noticeably uneasy and 
declined to talk in the hotel room. He and 
Hinze went for a walk, during which Barbouti 
sought to persuade Hinze to take on the job of 
head of construction for the Rabta project. 

They seemed to be reaching agreement 
when something happened that caused the 
two to part company. According to Hinze, 
Barbouti made a startling demand: “He said if 
I took the job as construction head, I must 
take deputies, Europeans, with me. And he 
specified that the Europeans must all be fully- 
fledged SS men. That’s when it clicked.” 
Though Hinze had detected a certain “brown 
tinge” about Weissheimer, Barbouti’s 
extraordinary stipulation proved too much for 
him: “I jokingly asked him if I was to be 
expected to push these SS grandpas round the 
site in their wheelchairs!” Hinze’s decision 
was firm. He declined the Rabta job. 

The Weissheimer-Imhausen link was 
started when Weissheimer paid a visit to the 
office of the company’s deputy managing 
director and chief chemist, Hans-Joachim 
Renner, with whom he was acquainted. He 
took with him an Arab, who he said was 
interested in doing business. It was Ihsan 
Barbouti. Thus began the firm’s involvement. 
Until 1987 Weissheimer attended meetings at 
Lahr, the firm’s base. His involvement was 
always kept secret. A former secretary says 
his telephone number was kept secure, and 
when the project was halted, she was 
instructed to erase his name from the books. 

Investigators knew of the existence of a 
behind-the-scenes figure, but not his name, 
despite the fact that the security services had 
been kept abreast of events from the outset by 
informants on the payroll. Curiously, the 
German parliament was told in the spring of 
1989 that the security service only learned of 
the Rabta plot from friendly agencies in 1987. 

Some experts now believe that the whole 
operation was under spook control from the 
beginning. What is certain is that despite all 
the information in the bulky files of law 
agencies and security services in Germany, no 
proof is on file of Weissheimer’s involvement 
in the Rabta plot. The only people capable of 
proving it are in jail. Despite their 


imprisonment, the Imhausen managers 
remain silent. Whether out of a desire to keep 
others from jail, or out of fear for their safety, 
they have not solved the puzzle. And Ihsan 
Barbouti died in 1990 in a London hospital, 
ostensibly of natural causes. 

According to a close English business 
acquaintance of Barbouti, Weissheimer had 
connections with Western secret services: 
“That is not unusual for arms dealers,” he 
says. The secret service connections of 
Weissheimer’s deceased business partner Otto 
Skorzeny, however, are less of a mystery. The 
former SS man built up the Egyptian secret 
service, under contract to the CIA and the 
Gehlen Organisation, forerunner to the 
German Federal Intelligence Service. Even 
after Skorzeny’s death, | Weissheimer 
remained surrounded by secret service fog. 


Gardener's question time 


In the summer of 1991, when the television 
team descended on his quiet Saturday lawn- 
mowing session, Volker Weissheimer was 
taken by surprise. He denied all knowledge of 
the Libyan poison-gas plot. He says he hates 
Germans and their basic law. Yet he admires 
Hitler and treasures a handwritten letter from 
him in which the Fiihrer praises his work on 
“special weapons” development. 

Once again, the Waffen-SS supergun, the 
“Centipede” of the second world war, has 
emerged from the shadows of its Nazi past. 
With a payload of poison-gas, what horrors 
might its missiles have caused? Again, as 
when Gerald Bull, designer of  Iraq’s 
supergun was murdered, the spooks and their 
accomplices are everywhere — they may well 
have masterminded the whole plot. 

(With acknowledgments to the Berliner 
Tageszeitung) 
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From the Ss archives: ae experi- 
mental Waffen-SS supergun in 1944 
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SEARCHLIGHT 


ON THE WORLD 


Police hit nazi undergroun 


eter Rindell, one of the leaders 

of Sweden’s White Aryan 

Resistance (VAM) and a found- 
ing editor of Storm magazine, has been 
arrested in a police weapons swoop. 
He and five other VAM soldiers have 
been charged with planning an armed 
robbery. 


A founder of the so-called Storm Network, 
the informal network which binds together 
Sweden’s top nazis, Rindell is the highest 
ranking VAM soldier to be arrested so far. 
His capture is a heavy blow to the entire 
organisation, of which more than two dozen 
hard-core members have now been jailed, are 
facing trial or are helping police with their 
inquiries. 


Underground arsenal 

Peter Rindell was lifted during a police raid 
on a VAM safe house in the central Swedish 
town of Ludvika, the hideout for fellow nazis 
David Twaland and Jonas Ledin, who jointly 
broke out of prison a few weeks before. 

In the apartment, owned by Patrick 
Hiiisman, police found a platoon-sized arse- 
nal of weapons and other military equipment, 
including several shotguns, rifles, handguns 
and a large quantity of ammunition. 

They seized several military hand- 
grenades, smoke grenades and equipment for 
a bomb factory. Also on the inventory were 
two sets of gas-masks, military camouflage 
uniforms, a robber’s tool set including several 
hoods, three communications radio handsets 
and a police channel scanner complete with a 
12-page handbook about police radio fre- 
quencies. 


Nazis on the run 

David Twaland and Jonas Ledin, who 
escaped from prison earlier this summer, have 
a long record of racist violence and criminal 
activity. 

Twaland, alias David Emilsson, was arrest- 
ed in January this year when he tried to break 
through a police road traffic check with a car- 
load of military equipment stolen from a mili- 
tary arms depot. 

Aged only 22, Twaland is a leading mem- 
ber of the Storm Network and a publisher of 
the the nazi Church of the Creator’s Swedish 
magazine RAHOWA. For a long time second 
in command of the Church of the Creator, 
Twaland has been instrumental in linking the 
hate-crazed followers of this bogus church to 
the equally hate-crazed fanatics of the the 
Storm Network. 

The last issue of RAHOWA called for a 
holy war against Jews and immigrants, and 
carried a four-page hit list of Jewish shops 
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Peter Rindell, speaking to the Storm Network at a Hitler birthday celebration in 
1991. In this picture, originally published in Storm magazine, his face has been 
scratched out for security reasons. But this did not save him from arrest 


and their owners in Sweden. This list was 
compiled by Ahmed Rami, Auschwitz liar 
and friend of David Irving, and was originally 
published in one of his antisemitic diatribes. 

Twaland’s arrest in January earned him a 
much-needed, if derisory, 15 months behind 
bars. It was not his first offence. He has a 
formidable record of violence, including bru- 
tal assaults, which had previously earned him 
a year in prison. 

It was in jail that Twaland linked up with 


Patrick Hiiisman, caretaker of VAM’s 
Ludvika safe house and weapons depot, is 
having trouble explaining to the police why 
his apartment is full of weapons and ammu- 
nition, as well as rpg: two runaway 
nazis. 

Hiiisman has 
told the police, 
somewhat  with- 
out conviction, 
that he has only 
seen “one rifle in 
his apartment”, 
which he believed 
was a legal air 
gun. Apart from 
that, he claims, he has no knowledge of 
weapons found in his apartment, nor of the 
people there. He has never heard of any 
plans to rob a bank and has no connection 
with the nazi organisation VAM. 
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his old skinhead friend Jonas Ledin, 27, who 
also has a very violent pedigree. A former 
disciple of the notorious Keep Sweden 
Swedish organisation, Ledin has a string of 
convictions for violent attacks on immigrants 
in Stockholm. In 1987 Ledin led an attack on 
two Iranians with such frenzy that the prose- 
cutor termed it attempted murder. 

Despite being known more for muscle 
power than brain power, Ledin’s numerous 
criminal convictions have given him hero sta- 


Well, imagine that. Patrick Hiiisman first 
came to Searchlight’s attention last January, 
when a friendly soul provided us with 
copies of Peter Rindell’s Post Giro slips for 
money transfers to VAM. We were able to 

see that Hiiisman, 

as on 7 November 

1991, paid 200 

Sw Kr to VAM’s 

account as pay- 

ment for the skin- 

head home movie 
Aryan Fest 90. 

Since then 
Hilisman has 
come to play such 
an increasingly important role to the Storm 
Network that we were debating whether to 
name him in the magazine or to continue 
watching him from a distance. But now the 
problem has resolved itself. 


tus among the boneheads of the Storm 
Network. When Storm magazine was 
launched he was given an honorary post as 
editor. 


Storm mastermind 

While the main aim of the police swoop on 
the VAM safe house was to recapture the run- 
aways Twaland and Ledin, netting Peter 
Rindell in a nazi arms depot was a surprise, 
but welcome, additional bonus. At the tender 
age of 22, Rindell is already a highly sea- 
soned nazi activist with a long track record. 

Starting out on the fringes of the Hitler- 
worshipping Nordic Reich Party in the mid- 
1980s, Rindell joined forces with Géran 
Gustavsson to launch the now defunct Rock 
Against Communism organisation in 1987. 

Rindell and Gustavsson developed close 
contacts with the British nazi thug Ian Stuart 
Donaldson and the boneheads of the interna- 
tional Blood and Honour network. Assisted 
by Donaldson, they launched the nazi maga- 
zine White Rebel in 1988, a scrappy kitchen 
table operation funded, printed and distribut- 
ed from Britain. 

Calling for relentless war against Jews and 
immigrants, White Rebel was soon convicted 
for inciting racial hatred. In a separate case, 
Rindell was convicted for illegal harassment 
and threats to kill a member of Sweden’s anti- 
fascist organisation Stoppa Rasismen. 

After White Rebel was convicted it folded, 
only to be replaced by Storm, which calls for 
the establishment of an Aryan terrorist under- 
ground modelled on the American nazi terror- 
ist group The Order, which was smashed by 
the FBI. 

After playing second fiddle to Gustavsson 
and others for many years, Rindell has gradu- 
ally emerged as the key organiser of 
Sweden’s militant nazis. Sources inside the 
Storm Network agree that Rindell is a smart 
operator who has taken great pains to avoid 
being caught with his pants down by the 
Swedish police. 

It must, therefore, be a considerable embar- 
rassment for him to be caught in a nazi arms 
depot with two wanted fascist criminals. 
Rindell whined to police that he had just 
arrived in the apartment for a cup of coffee 
while passing through the town and denies 
any knowledge of weapons or plans to rob a 
local post office. Such plans, including details 
of a later escape route, were found in a note- 
book in the nazi haven. 


Gathering in jail 

The arrests of Rindell, Twaland and Ledin, 
the earlier capture of fellow VAM activist 
Christopher Rangne in Uppsala and the May 
Day debacle in Gothenburg, when a further 
20 VAM activists fell into police hands, was 
the result of information passed to the police 
by “insiders” unable to stomach any longer 
the uncompromising VAM formula for self- 
sacrificing terrorist warfare. 

As a result, VAM’s top cadres are spending 
much time looking at prison walls. The fact 
that seasoned nazi activists are willing to spill 
the beans speaks loudly about the current 
state of affairs and the lack of internal securi- 
ty in the Storm Network. It has been irre- 
versibly infiltrated. 


From our Swedish correspondent 


NORWAY 


Preparing for terror? 


Following a series of abysmal flops with its 
“politics to the people” campaign, in which 
people in more than 25 towns made it quite 
clear that they did not want such “politics”, 
the racist group Norwegians against 
Immigration (NMI) has opted for what 
appears to be a new and potentially violent 
strategy. 

The tougher line was adopted at a recent 
meeting in which NMI leader Arne Myrdal 
outlined a three-part strategy: 

@ To establish local groups in a “ready for 
action” mode 

@ To establish a register of all “traitors” (i.e. 
anti-racists) 

@ To distribute the register to local groups so 
that they can “take action” against “the 
traitors”. 

The register is now being compiled and 
demented NMI racists are filling in the forms 
with names and details of anybody they do 
not like or suspect of having anti-racist views. 

This means they are likely to spend their 
every waking hour completing forms. For 
people who find writing a difficulty, this one 
will be worth watching. 

Mad bomber Myrdal has also been busy 
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trying to paste together an electoral alliance 
with the leaders of other racist groups in 
preparation for the 1993 elections. These 
talks have come to little so far and Myrdal is 
beginning to show his frustration. 

In a letter to his followers he wrote: 
“Norway needs a strong man to keep the 
country together and to unite the people.” The 
search for a new Quisling did not take long to 
produce one: Myrdal himself. 

In keeping with his power-crazy ambitions, 
he has begun taking steps to register his party 
— also called NMI — and will need 5,000 sig- 
natures. It is possible that he will get them but 
it is unlikely that his activist base will be sub- 
stantially broadened. 

Meanwhile, a new racist group has 
appeared on the political landscape. The 
Christian Conservative Party has set up in 
Bergen but has little support. Its main effect 
will be to damage the Fatherland Party, which 
also operates out of a telephone kiosk in 
Bergen. 

More activity, however, is being seen 
around the bonehead scene. “Intellectual” 
wire-puller Michael Knudsen has returned 
from Sweden and is editing his personal 
organ Norsk Blad. Jan Holthe, at the same 
time as struggling to keep his group 
Birkebeinerne afloat, continues to be 
involved with White Aryan Resistance 
(HAM), which has close relations with the 
nazi terrorist VAM across the border in 
Sweden. 

The arrival of Runar Schau, former leader 
of the nazi Nasjonalt Folkeparti, into the 
ranks of Birkebeinerne is, however, bad 
news. Schau is a hard-core Hitler fan and his 
influence will drive Holthe’s thugs towards a 
more violent stance. 

Finally, a “Ku Klux Klan” group has 
emerged from nowhere, but little is known 
about it (its spokesman had some kind of bag 
over his head when talking to reporters), 
except that “when it gets more members it 
will get full costumes”. These sheet-wearers 
are most likely already activists on the racist 
scene. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 


CROATIA 


Kohl’s hidden hand 


While savage fighting continues to rage in 
Bosnia and the world witnesses the torment 
of Sarajevo, claims have been made of covert 
German involvement on the side of Croatia. 

Helmut Kohl’s government was forced to 
issue denials last month that Croat forces had 
been equipped with German Leopard tanks 
and Soviet-built MIG fighter planes from 
reserves left over from the now disbanded 
East German army. 

But German prosecution authorities have 
begun to investigate the “disappearance” of 
more than 1,400 military vehicles after 
Austrian Customs officials intercepted a con- 
voy of 33 former East German army lorries at 
the Austrian-German border at the beginning 
of April. 

According to the Austrian paper Kurier, 
there may have been a connection between 
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this convoy and the so-called “Armed 
Technical First Aid Corps”, established by 
Austrian nazis Gottfried Kiissel and Hans- 
Jérg Schimanek, himself a mercenary in 
Croatia. 

The latest man to be noted among the 
increasing number of German neo-nazis 
flocking to Croatia is Thomas Hainke, bone- 
head chief in Bielefeld and a top cadre of the 
hardline Bewegung. 

What is curious is that, despite it being 
public knowledge that Croatia is buying mili- 
tary equipment from the VEGEB GmbH in 
Frankfurt (a company which specialises in 
selling off used Bundeswehr hardware) and 
open boasting by the nazis about their role, 
the Bonn authorities have done nothing to 
stop either the deals or the mercenaries. 

Helmut Kohl’s government is remaining 
steadfastly silent over suspicions that other 
military material of German origin is being 
shipped secretly to Croatia via the Italian port 
of Brindisi. 

If anything, there is a renewed clamour for 
more direct German intervention in the war. 
Last month, after an attempt by Bonn to 
exploit the refugee situation culminated in the 
appalling death of two children from sniper 
fire, a right-wing German politician called for 
Germany to arm the Croats officially. 

Said Christian Democrat Wolfgang von 
Geldern: “Bosnia and Croatia urgently need 
weapons for self-defence against Serbian 
killer gangs” and “Germany should send 
them.” 

Germany has already sent two destroyers to 
the Adriatic and defence minister Volker 
Riihe has called for public opinion to be won 
over to a new and more active military role, 
increasing the war danger from a revived mil- 
itaristic Grossdeutschland. 

The campaign to use the current 
groundswell of nationalism to prepare the 
population for the possibility of renewed 
German military action and to secure the con- 
stitutional changes needed to permit foreign 
deployment (see Searchlight, July 1992) is 
already well advanced. 

The long-term aim of the new German mil- 
itarists is to make Germany a fully indepen- 
dent military factor. Bundeswehr general 
Klaus Naumann admitted this much in an 
interview with the liberal Frankfurter 
Rundschau at the end of July. 

Naumann freely admitted that by 1995 
Germany will have a rapid deployment force 
of over 50,000 trained troops ready to “com- 
bat international crises” and while at first the 
actions would be limited to assistance to 
NATO partners, they could later “be deployed 
in military actions outside NATO”. 

This planned force would consist of six or 
seven army brigades, numbering 40,000, 
8000 airmen and 2,000 sailors. 

While arguing, like Riihe, for a consensus 
to back the still infant war plans and shroud- 
ing them in notions of “defence” and “peace- 
keeping”, Naumann said that “political 
minorities” should not be allowed to hinder 
such actions. 

The frantic efforts to bring the armed forces 
to the centre of public attention and populari- 
ty was amply demonstrated at the time of the 
Bundestag debate about the deployment of 
German naval forces in the Adriatic, with ful- 
some and favourable television coverage of 
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briefings given to the sailors. 

The carnival atmosphere depicted on the 
news broadcasts, however, was rather soured 
by the revelation on the television programme 
Im Brennpunkt of a secret Bundeswehr docu- 
ment dated June this year which talks about 
the preparation of more than one-third — con- 
siderably more than 50,000 troops — of the 
armed forces for actions abroad and outside 
NATO. 

When confronted about the plans, foreign 
minister Klaus Kinkel disclaimed any know]- 
edge. 


Election set-back for 
fascists 


Dobroslav Paraga’s fascist Croatian Party of 
Rights, the HSP, failed to break the 10 per 
cent barrier in elections in Croatia held on 2 
August. 

Despite a rabble-rousing campaign and 
massed displays of fascist salutes and bawl- 
ing of the old Ustashi slogan “we’re ready” at 
big election rallies, the HSP was able to win 
only 6 per cent of the vote. 

Since the results were declared, Paraga, 31, 
has been shouting “foul” and loudly claiming 
that his HSP fascists got far more votes in 
reality. 

The HSP ran a virulent campaign of 
Ustashi-style hatred against the Serbs, at one 
rally threatening: “There will be no end to the 
war until the absolute and unconditional sur- 
render of Serbia, signed in a Belgrade that has 
been razed to the ground.” 

The neo-nazi mercenaries who have 
flocked to Croatia to join the so-called Black 
Legion are part of the military arm of the 
HSP. At his election meetings Paraga was 
guarded by teams of men, Croatian and for- 
eign, kitted out in black shirts. 

If Paraga fared miserably, this is 
attributable to the already violently rightist 
course steered by Franjo Tudjman who was 
re-elected president of Croatia with 57 per 
cent of the vote. 

But despite Tudjman’s personal success, his 
party, the Croatian Democratic Union, lost its 
majority in the national parliament in Zagreb, 
scoring 40 per cent. The opposition Social 
Liberals took 19 per cent and the rest of the 
ballot — in which Serbs who make up 12 per 
cent of the electorate did not vote — was split 
between 37 other, mainly hardline Croat 
nationalist parties. 

Tudjman’s election line was to concentrate 

on presenting himself as the strong man who 
built up the country’s army and police and he 
pledged several times to recover “lost” 
Croatian territory. Talk of a peaceful solution 
to the Yugoslav conflict was conspicuously 
absent. 
@ In the midst of all the hysteria about the 
conditions under which prisoners are being 
held by all sides in the conflict, Ed Vulliamy 
of The Guardian has shone out among the 
press corps by revealing the extent of the neo- 
nazis’ role in the new Croatian state, and their 
barbaric behaviour as the men and women 
controlling Croatia’s detention centres. His 
reports in last month’s Guardian revealed a 
courage and tenacity unfortunately not shown 
by many of his colleagues in that part of the 
world. 


BELGIUM 


Filip Dewinter: profile 
of a New Rightist 


When the Vlaams Blok was formed in 1978 it 
had two main policies: amnesty for second 
world war nazi collaborators and the separa- 
tion of the Dutch-speaking Flanders region of 
northern Belgium from the French-speaking 
south. 

From 1984, however, the VB became a 
racist party, a fact due more to the activities 
of Filip Dewinter, who joined at that time, 
than to any other individual. And today, 
although the party is officially led by Karel 
Dillen, its de facto leader is this same Filip 
Dewinter. 

Since his youth, Dewinter, 30, has been 
involved with extreme-right organisations. 
First he belonged to the Action Group of 
Flemish School Students (Vlaamse 
Scholieren Actiegroep) and then to the 
Nationalist Young Students’ Union 
(Nationalistisch Jongstudentenverbond — 
NJSV), of which he became president. 

Both these organisations enjoyed close 
links with the Nationalist Student Association 
(Nationalistische Studentenvereniging — 
NSV). As a student at the university of 
Antwerp between 1980 and 1984, he was 
elected and re-elected leader of the NSV, 
which along with the NJSV evolved towards 
cooperation with violent neo-nazi groups, to 
the extent that the NSV had an anthem about 
“killing migrants, communists and Jews”. 

Within a very short period, the NSV was 
functioning as the semi-official youth divi- 
sion of the violent terrorist and fascist 
Flemish Militant Order (Vlaamse Militanten 
Orde), which was finally banned in 1984 after 
several of its activists were convicted for 
belonging to a private militia. 

This did not inhibit the young Dewinter. At 
a commemoration ceremony for the wartime 
Flemish collaborator Cyriel Verschaeve on 22 
April 1984, Dewinter had the dubious privi- 
lege of reading out a letter from the top 
Belgian Euro-nazi Bert Eriksson. 

Eriksson was unable to be present at the 
time because he was serving a jail sentence 
for his criminal activities, which Dewinter 
supported by serving as a member of the so- 
called Uilenspiegel Committee, which sym- 
pathised with prisoners from the VMO. In 
this capacity, Dewinter released a pamphlet 
under the title: “Set our political prisoners 
free”, 

Dewinter was not a VMO militant but par- 
ticipated in its violent activities. As leader of 
the NSV, he organised raids on so-called left- 
ist universities in Brussels and Ghent. Though 
he did not himself fight, he gave orders to 
those who did. He was also active in staging 
demonstrations in support of apartheid and an 
amnesty for former Nazis in his home town 
of Bruges. 

With this activist pedigree, he was soon tal- 
ent spotted by the VB, which had always 
covertly backed the VMO and given its 
extremist policies a “parliamentary” coloura- 
tion. 

In 1991, when the VB made its Belgian 
general election breakthrough, several of its 
17 members of parliament turned out to be 


former VMO members. Filip Dewinter, who 
had been elected in 1987, was already a veter- 
an and held the distinction of being the 
youngest Belgian MP at the age of 25. 

Before entering parliament, he made his 
living as a freelance journalist for the 
Christian newspaper Het Volk (The People) 
and had been elected a provincial councillor. 

Having joined the Vlaams Blok, his career 
and ambitions gathered pace. He was given 
responsibility for its television broadcasts and 
then founded its youth wing, the Flemish 
Block Youth (Vlaams Blok Jongeren — VBJ) 
in 1986, remaining in the post of president till 
1990. 

Today he holds the positions of general sec- 
retary of the party and president of the 17- 
strong parliamentary group. Through his 
allies, drawn more or less exclusively sg 
from his former NSV and VMO- 
comrades, he has begun to consoli- — 
date his influence inside the VB’s 
leadership. 

This has not been without its prob- 
lems. In 1989 several Flemish sepa- — 
ratist members walked out of the | 
party in protest at the increasingly 
racist orientation, but president Karel 
Dillen strangely refused to follow 
suit and stayed on as Dewinter’s pro- 
tector. 

There are nevertheless ideological 
differences between Dillen and 
Dewinter. Dillen is a “people’s 
nationalist” and Dewinter a “state 
nationalist”, more like the French 
fascist leader Jean-Marie Le Pen. 

Because of this difference, Dillen | 
wanted to form a “technical fraction” 
— rather than any closer relationship — 


with the French Front National (FN) Filip Dewinter (left) cementing relations with Jean-Marie 
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Jean-Marie Le Pen and Jean-Marie Chevalier, 
and their Greek colleague in the European 
Parliament booked a table at the exclusive 
Brussels restaurant, L’Ecailler du Palais 
Royal, to plot tactics with Dewinter and 
Dillen for the approaching European elec- 
tions. 

At the same time, other moves to interna- 
tionalise nazi and fascist cooperation were 
taking place. Former VMO leader Werner 
Van Steen, working closely with the nazi 
British National Party, was trying to get Le 
Pen’s backing for the Euro-Ring congress to 
be held in Courtrai in Belgium. The moves 
were blocked by Dewinter, who persuaded Le 
Pen to recognise the Vlaams Blok — rather 
than some neo-nazi splinter outfit — as the 
FN’s Flemish partner. 


erento 


after the European elections in 1989. Le Pen, leader of the French Front National 


He did not want political union but 
thanks to Dewinter this type of collaboration 
now exists. 

The background to this is important. On 4 
October 1987, six months after the VBJ was 
founded, Dewinter organised an international 
conference under the title: “The right without 
complexes”. 

Foreign organisations were invited and the 
congress was attended, among others, by 
Herrmann Lehmann, president of the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten, the youth wing of the 
German  neo-nazi Nationaldemokratische 
Partei Deutschlands (NPD), and Martial Bild, 
president of the Front National de la 
Jeunesse, the youth division of the FN. 

Bild pleaded for collaboration between fas- 
cist youth movements in Europe and urged 
the VBJ to attend a forthcoming international 
extreme-right youth festival in Strasbourg the 
following April. 

Dewinter was so gripped by this proposal 
that he readily agreed and a VBJ delegation 
was duly sent to the rally, on 5 and 6 April 
1988, at which were gathered more than 500 
young fascists from 25 countries. The 
congress, the aim of which was to set up a 
European Youth Movement, turned out to be 
a flop. Nothing has been heard of the organi- 
sation since and, in any case, Dewinter was 
not there because he missed his flight. 

On the other hand, 8 October 1988 was a 
much happier day for this idealist with mega- 
lomania, because then the FN’s top leaders, 


The pact was sealed within a year at a 
meeting in Brussels with Dillen, Le Pen, 
Chevalier, Franz Schénhuber, leader of the 
German fascist Republican Party (REP), and 
Dewinter. Not all was plain sailing. The 
Italian fascist MSI refused to attend because 
of its differences with the Germans over the 
disputed South Tyrol region. 

Dewinter publicly regretted the discord 
saying: “We must bring the national right par- 
ties together on a European level” and added 
the role of mediator to his expanding portfo- 
lio. Important in these considerations are his 
links with Germany and the Netherlands. 

On Germany, Dewinter argues: “it must be 
possible to found a big nationalistic party, if 
the Deutsche Volksunion (DVU), the 
Deutsche Liga, the NPD and the REP want to 
fuse.” Dewinter is still actively encouraging 
such a process. 

He has had regular contacts with the NPD 
since 1988 and he is respected by the DVU. 
On 18 November that year Dewinter was the 
subject of a lavish profile in the nazi 
Deutsche WNationalzeitung, published by 
Gerhard Frey, after he attended a DVU rally 
in Nordrhein-Westfalen as guest of honour. 
More recently, he was the main speaker at a 
fascist Deutsche Liga meeting on 6 June this 
year in Cologne. 

Dewinter’s contacts in The Netherlands are 
also extensive and he is not afraid to be seen 
in the company of open nazis. In August 


1990, Dewinter, 12 VB members and six 
Dutch nazis from the Centrumpartij ’86 were 
rounded up by police in Dordrecht while 
organising a banned press conference to 
denounce an anti-fascist exhibition in the 
city’s Anne Frank House. Though arrested, 
they were not subsequently prosecuted. 

Since then Dewinter has been invited to 
attend meetings of The Netherlands’ biggest 
fascist group, the Centrumdemokraten, and 
has played host to delegations from his 
friends in the smaller Centrumpartij ’86. 

On 10 April 1992 Dewinter, the VBJ and 
the VB’s semi-official strong-arm squad, 
Voorpost, held a gathering with Douwe van 
der Bos, the founder of the Dutch Platoon of 
Volunteers for Croatia ... no doubt to com- 
pare notes about experiences there. 

Aside from these links, Dewinter is 
a fixer for the fascist right in 
Belgium, where the Flemish-French 
linguistic divide creates serious prob- 
* lems. In a bid to overcome the diffi- 
culties, he has cast his net into the 
French-speaking Walloon region and 
has close contacts with Agir, a small 
fascist group in Liége. Agir’s leader 
Willy Freson accompanied him to the 
Cologne meeting in June. 

Although Dewinter supports Le 
Pen, he strongly dislikes the Belgian 
FN and especially its leader Daniel 
Feret. “The Belgian FN”, he says, 
“consists of johnny-come-latelys and 
we cannot work with such people. On 
the other hand, we support Agir 
because it is very close to us as a 
nationalist trend.” And in any case, 
Le Pen has not given the Belgian FN 
the franchise. 

In Flanders, Dewinter has hero sta- 
tus among the fascist youth of the 
NSV and NJSV and the violent thugs 
of Voorpost. Indeed they make up a huge 
chunk of his election activists. Propaganda 
seems to be Dewinter’s speciality and his 
army of supporters eagerly carry his message 
of hatred. 

It was Dewinter who launched the slogans 
“Our own people first” and “500,000 jobless. 
Why foreign workers?” And it is Dewinter 
who allegedly writes the Vlaams Blok’s pam- 
phlets spelling out its racist programme, 
allegedly, because it is suspected that 
although they carry his signature they are 
ghost-written. 

In 1988 he published the book Dossier 
Gastarbeid and a year later Our own people 
first. When this latter book was presented at a 
book fair, it led to clashes between VB mem- 
bers and anti-fascists. 

His latest effort is a pamphlet opposing 
Belgium’s immigration policy from a hardline 
racist standpoint. He calls his publications 
“scientific”, but social scientists have demol- 
ished them. 

Like a latter-day Goebbels, Dewinter opts 
for the “Big Lie” technique, for example by 
producing “official statistics” of a kind that 
are not even gathered by the authorities. 

Despite this, the lies are big enough to pull 
in support. Since the frightening 10.9 per cent 
vote (more than 388,000 votes) for the VB in 
Flanders last year, Dewinter is confident 
enough to believe he can get away with them 
and with racist provocations like arranging a 
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visit by Le Pen to Antwerp on the same day 
as a State visit by the Israeli ambassador. 

This massive surge of confidence has led 
him to crank up the racist propaganda by sev- 
eral notches with a new “programme” mod- 
elled on that of the FN, his 70-point immigra- 
tion policy. 

Though it is based on Le Pen’s 51-point 
programme in France, Dewinter has also done 
some borrowing from his real ideological 
inspiration, Adolf Hitler. 

For example: 

Point 9: Islamic organisations must be con- 
trolled. (Hitler, 28 March 1938: Jewish organ- 
isations must be controlled.) 

Point 18: Only Belgians may hold a public 
function. (Hitler’s law of 14 November 1936 
enforced the same privilege for Germans.) 


Point 20: Non-European strangers may not 
live in publicly-owned housing. (On 29 
November 1938, Hitler decreed the same 
penalties for Jews.) 

Point 22: Blood descent must be proved 
(which can be compared with Hitler’s infa- 
mous Nuremberg Laws). 

These and other proposals stand in direct 
violation of the European Treaty on Human 
Rights. Dewinter’s reply is that his slogan 
“Our own people first” is more important 
than human rights. 

Dewinter believes he is now on the road to 
power and that his first stop will be the may- 
oralty of Antwerp, where one in every four 
voters supports the Vlaams Blok. To get 
ready for the contest, Dewinter has moved to 
the city and is preening his image. 


Image is very important to the would-be 
rightist leader. Call him a racist and you can 
expect a libel action. A yuppie with a suit and 
tie and neatly combed hair, he appears on 
television presenting himself as the ideal son- 
in-law. 

But when nobody is looking he is violently 
aggressive. On 6 June 1989 during the 
European election, he attacked a 53-year-old 
woman in Saint-Niklaas because she refused 
to step aside for his VB campaign bus. She 
was hospitalised as was a 17-year-old boy 
who spoke out of turn to him in Antwerp two 
days later. 

The Belgian Goebbels has not been con- 
victed for violence so far. 


From our Belgian correspondent 


Ci ee a ee ae ee 
Protests fail to stop Hess memorial march 


After weeks of wrangling in the German 
courts, the annual nazi Euro-fest to commem- 
orate Hitler’s deputy, Rudolf Hess, in 
Wunsiedel, Bavaria on 15 August turned into 
a day-long cat-and-mouse game between fas- 
cists, police and anti-fascists. 

Large numbers of nazis and anti-fascists 
ended up penned in motorway service areas 
dotted across Bavaria as the state police 
enforced a series of blanket bans with mas- 
sive on-the-ground deployments, helicopter 
surveillance and roadblocks. 

However, with clear evidence of much 
advance planning, the nazis did succeed in 
marching, more than 2,000 strong, through 
the small town of Rudolstadt in Thiiringen, in 
eastern Germany, chanting slogans such as: 
“We shit on the freedom of this Jew repub- 
lic.”. Having evaded police road blocks by 
communicating between their bus and car 
convoys over cellular phones, they heavily 
outnumbered the police and were able effec- 
tively to control the town centre for more 
than one hour. 

The nazis had chosen friendly territory. 
Police in the town, whose racist local council 
resigned en bloc on 4 June in protest at state 
government plans to house 500 asylum seek- 
ers there, explained that they allowed the ille- 
gal march “because our numbers were too 
weak to intervene”. 

The authorities in Wunsiedel and in 
Bayreuth, the site of last year’s nazi march, 
had earlier obtained High Court orders ban- 
ning the nazis. Similar orders were made in 
the east German cities of Plauen and Erfurt. 

That the nazis were able to elude the bans 
and the surveillance is attributable to the 
numerical weakness, abysmal intelligence 
and absence of political will to get to grips 
with the problem on the part of the police in 
east Germany. 

According to pre-march publicity put out 
by nazi chief Ewald Althans, the nazis invited 
to the Hess commemoration included fellow- 
fanatics from Austria, Denmark, Belgium, 
France, Spain, Italy, Greece, South Africa, 
Canada and Britain. 

Among the main speakers were the German 
nazi leaders Christian Worch and Bernhard 
Dinter, the French nazi PNFE leaders Michel 
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Zum fintten Mal jahrt sich heuer der Tag. an dem der Friedens- 
botschafter des Deutschen Reiches. Fihrer-Stellvertreter Rudolf 
Hess, in alliierter Haft unter ungeklarpten Umstanden zu Tode 
kam. Zum funften Mal findet aus diesem AniaB am On seiner 
letzten Ruhestatte der 
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Althans’s publicity for the Hess march, 
originally scheduled for Wunsiedel 
before it was banned there. The 
English contact address belongs to 
Anthony Hancock, the notorious nazi 
publisher and revisionist 


Faci (alias Leloup) and Claude Cornilleau, 
and a middle-aged mystery man from Britain. 

Faci, recently returned from participating in 
murderous mercenary operations in 
Yugoslavia, drew the loudest applause of the 
whole proceedings when he boasted: “In 
Serbia we are killing the last communists and 
tomorrow we shall destroy the tyranny of 
democracy.” 

The British National Party (BNP)/Blood & 
Honour nazi delegation, led by John “Wanna 
buy a Luger?” Peacock, did not make it to 
Rudolstadt. Several of them, including 


Peacock, were delayed while helping the 
more than usually thorough Bavarian police 
with their inquiries. 

Some of the British nazis were detained for 
bringing into Germany illegal leaflets and 
publications, which were seized by the police. 
The group of British boneheads found them- 
selves locked up after a drunken display of 
sieg-heiling at the former site of Hitler’s mass 
rallies in Nuremberg. 

The nazi march in Rudolstadt came hard on 
the heels of the revelation, in the annual 
report of the German internal security service, 
the Verfassungsschutz, that for the first time 
since the second world war neo-nazis out- 
number the left in Germany. 

The report, which covers 1991, indicates that 
the number of organised neo-nazis rose from 
32,000 in 1990 to 40,000 last year and that 
the Verfassungsschutz now regards them as a 
greater threat to internal order than even the 
Red Army Faction. 

According to the Verfassungsschutz the 
nazis were responsible for 1,483 attacks, an 
increase of 400 per cent over 1990. So far this 
year, says the report, the nazis have killed 
seven people. (The figure now stands at nine.) 

“I consider the increase in right-wing 
extremism alarming,’ Interior Minister 
Rudolf Seiters told a press conference to 
announce the report. However, there is no 
sign of the Bonn authorities taking steps to 
ban nazi organisations or their increasingly 
violent and murderous activities. In Bonn, as 
in Rudolstadt, the will is missing. 


Survey reveals far 
right growth 


Dramatic new evidence of the growth of a 
potential mass base for fascism and the vio- 
lence which goes with it has come in new 
statistics released by several agencies in 
August. 

The detailed results of the survey by the 
Leipzig Social Analysis Research Centre of 
the views of more than 4,300 school students, 
apprentices and job trainees, aged 14 to 25, in 
the former East Germany have now been pub- 
lished and make sombre reading. 
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Among the survey’s conclusions are the 
following: 

@ 75 per cent blame immigrants for the hous- 
ing crisis, 

@ 58 per cent accuse immigrants of wanting 
to live well at Germany’s expense, 

@ 54 per cent have “negative attitudes to for- 
eigners”’, 

@ 38 per cent say foreigners are “violent and 
criminal”, 

@ 20 per cent say foreigners are “lazy and 
dirty”. 

Among school students especially the sur- 
vey found very strong tendencies towards 
racist views. For example, 47 per cent agreed 
that “there are too many foreigners” and a 
further 10 per cent of school students say 
“one foreigner is too many”. 

When the researchers examine the political 
and ideological formation of the young peo- 
ple, the terrifying potential of their prejudices 
becomes apparent. Right-wing extremism is 
growing rapidly. 


Antisemitism 

For example, 17 per cent of people in the 
14-18 age group and 9 per cent of 19-25 year 
olds hold that the Holocaust was “greatly 
exaggerated”. 

The Centre’s previous survey found that 20 
per cent of trainees and 13 per cent of school 
students thought Hitler’s Third Reich “had its 
good sides”. Now the figures for this view 
have risen to 40 and 25 per cent respectively. 


Heinz Galinski, leader of Germany’s 
30,000-strong Jewish community, died of a 
heart ailment in Berlin in July. 

Born in West Prussia in 1912, Galinski 
was mainly brought up by his mother, after 
his father was badly wounded fighting for 
the Kaiser in the first world war. 

Overcoming poverty, he learned 
a trade as a buyer in a big depart- 
ment store and was just finishing oe 
his apprenticeship when Hitler 
came to power in 1933. He refus- 
ing to flee for family reasons and 
was denied the opportunity on eco- 
nomic grounds, so the newly-mar- 
ried Galinski and his wife opted to 
hide in Berlin. 

In 1940, however, came the 
knock on the door and his wife and 
mother were arrested and forced to 
work as slave labourers building 
military roads, before being hauled 
away to work for Siemens. 

By 1943 the whole family was 
under arrest. His father died in cus- 
tody and he, his wife and mother 
were deported to Auschwitz. Only he sur- 
vived and he had to endure existence as a 
slave labourer first in Auschwitz itself, then 
in the infamous underground hell of the 
Mittelbau Dora concentration camp and 
arms factory and, finally, in Bergen-Belsen. 

After the war, Galinski stayed in Germany 
to help survivors of the Holocaust to emi- 
grate to the USA and, after 1948, to the 
newly established state of Israel. His work 
established firmly his leadership of what 


Similarly, the survey results of attitudes 
towards Jews reflect an enormous increase in 
antisemitism. Last year the Centre found clear 
antisemitism among only 2 per cent of school 
students. Today 11 per cent are antisemitic. 
Among trainees the figure has increased from 
17 per cent to 25 per cent. The question that 
produced these estimates was: “Do you agree 


with the statement that the Jews are 
Germany’s misfortune?” an old Nazi catch- 
phrase. 


The growth of imperialist ideas about a 
revival of “Greater Germany” is also starkly 
apparent: 35 per cent of school students and 
15 per cent of 19-25 year olds demand the 
return of the eastern territories. 

Many of those questioned denied being 
right extremists, despite their clearly stated 
views, but 15 per cent put themselves in this 
category and 11 per cent of all those ques- 
tioned voiced open support for the fascist 
Republican Party. 


Violence 

Violence too is on the up. According to a 
statement issued by the Federal German inter- 
nal security service, the Verfassungsschutz, 
on 25 July, the violent activities of the fascist 
scene have increased dramatically and are 
“becoming ever more dangerous”. 

The Verfassungsschutz reports that the tally 
of terror actions by known fascists in the first 
five months of 1992 stands at 389 incidents 
which, when compared with 228 incidents in 


Heinz Galinski. Survivor, fighter and community leader 


was left of Berlin’s Jewish community, a 
position he held until becoming secular head 
of the entire German Jewish community in 
1988. 

Galinski was a man of _ lion-hearted 
courage, which stemmed from his horrific 


experiences at the hands of the Nazis. He 
was above all a highly combative, even bel- 
ligerent, survivor who gave antisemites, 
racists and fascists no quarter. 

His fierce energy and outspoken criti- 
cisms on behalf of all victims of racism 
demonstrated that his concerns were wider 
than the Jewish community, a fact which did 
not endear him to the German conservative 
hypocrites who attended his funeral and 
were glad to see the back of him. 


the same period in 1991, marks a staggering 
70 per cent increase. 

Of these incidents, 70 per cent, involving 
the use of fire-bombs or explosives, malicious 
wounding and damage to property, were car- 
ried out by people under the age of 21. 
Women accounted for 3 per cent of the perpe- 
trators. 

The security service also notes a “sharpen- 
ing” of the conflict between neo-nazis and 
anti-fascists and warns of a further escalation. 

The Verfassungsschutz figures are given 
further amplification in the latest set of statis- 
tics for hate crimes over the same period 
issued by Germany’s chief police agency, the 
Federal Criminal Office. 

The office registered, up to mid May, a total 
of 979 “xenophobically criminal” incidents, 
including more than 100 fire-bombings. This 
figure is already more than double the figure 
for the same period in 1991, a clear indication 
that the tide of racist violence shows no sign 
of receding. 

Interestingly, the office states that the inci- 
dents it has registered have a “right-extremist 
background” and its figure is far higher than 
that of the Verfassungsschutz. 

Anybody looking for an explanation of the 
apparent torpor of the Bonn authorities in 
rooting out the criminal nazi gangs, whose 
practice is to visit terror on defenceless peo- 
ple, might start by examining this apparent 
contradiction between the police and security 
service figures. 


Nevertheless, Galinski was instrumental 
in regaining world recognition for the Jews 
of Germany and his proudest moment was 
the meeting of the World Jewish Congress 
in Berlin, its first post-war meeting on 
German soil, in 1990. 

Galinski was also the driving 
force behind the shamefully late 
establishment of an_ official 
Holocaust museum at the Wannsee 

Villa, where 50 years ago Hitler’s 
_ bureaucrats sealed the fate of 
Europe’s Jews and finalised their 
plans for the murderous “Final 
Solution”. 

Among the preoccupations of the 
last year of his life were the denun- 
ciation of the wave of neo-nazi ter- 
ror, his frequent warnings of fascist 
revival and his bitter condemnation 
of the inactivity of Kohl’s govern- 
ment and its apparent toleration of 
nazi violence as a weapon to 
change Germany’s liberal asylum 
laws. 

It is a measure of the hatred his 
fascist enemies felt for him, that the memo- 
rial service held in Berlin was invaded by a 
small gang of Hitler-saluting boneheads and 
that a similar nazi disruption occurred in 
Erfurt 

The choice of Galinski’s successor as 
president of the Central Council of German 
Jews is not yet clear but it is to be hoped 
that his successor will be as courageously 
vigilant in fighting antisemitism, racism and 
fascism as his predecessor. 
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THE MIRROR OF NATIONALISM 


he description, by a senior 

journalist on its rival Stern, of 

the German mass-circulation 
weekly Der Spiegel as the “mirror of 
German nationalism” is deadly accu- 
rate. The covers and contents of sever- 
al recent issues bear out this view. 


Ever since the fall of the Berlin Wall in the 
autumn of 1989, Der Spiegel has led the 
media pack in promoting discussion of the 
hitherto almost taboo themes of German 
national identity, destiny and sovereignty and 
in trailing after and heating up the political 
prejudices associated with these themes. 

Many observers of the rapidly rightwards- 
shifting political scene in Germany argue that 
this is a deliberate line, reflecting the nation- 
al-conservative mental preoccupations of its 
publisher Rudolf Augstein. 

That may or may not be the case but indis- 
putably these strands of political opinion have 
found expression on several occasions on the 
cover of Der Spiegel, a world-renowned jour- 
nal of news and information. 

A survey of these covers since January 
1990 shows clear evidence of this. 

For example, the cover of the 15 January 
1990 edition featured a photograph of Gregor 
Gysi, leader of the Party of Democratic 
Socialism, the successor organisation to East 
Germany’s former ruling Socialist Unity 
Party (SED). 

The photograph of Gysi is not X-certificate 
stuff but neither is it at all flattering. When 
one sees the caption below it, one realises it is 
not meant to be. 


The wire-puller 

“SED Chief’ Gysi — the only German party 
leader of Jewish origin — is labelled “Der 
Drahtzieher”, the ““wire-puller” or “manipula- 
tor”. The description is as unpleasant as the 
photograph. The expression should be famil- 
iar, at least to most educated Germans. 

If one takes a trip to Frankfurt am Main’s 
Jewish Museum one can even see the “origi- 
nal” of the Spiegel cover: a late 1920s poster 
from Adolf Hitler’s NSDAP displaying a car- 
icature “Jewish capitalist”. The words over 
the poster? “Der Drahtzieher”. A cover like 
this is either the result of profound and scan- 
dalous ignorance or else? 

This cover was consistent with the maga- 
zine’s growing obsession with Germany’s 
nationhood and sovereignty. On 18 May 
1990, Der Spiegel’s cover voiced this obses- 
sion again. 

Over the title “When will Germany be 
sovereign?”, Bush, Thatcher, Mitterrand and 
Gorbachev — the leaders of the victorious 
wartime Allied powers — are portrayed sitting 
astride the horses that surmount Berlin’s his- 
toric Brandenburg Gate. The message speaks 
for itself. 

A few weeks later, on 2 July, an article on 
this theme by Augstein himself got front 
cover promotion in the shape of a stylised 
Teutonic warrior who adorns the cover, sword 
in one hand and national flag in the other. 

Augstein’s article, nine pages of rather 
turgid prose, contained one staggering sen- 
tence which entirely revised the history of the 
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20th century. He wrote: “Prussia~-Germany 
was no more antisemitic than France or 
Poland, even during the years 1933 to 1945.” 

The Holocaust is dismissed in a throwaway, 
but very telling, remark. Astonishingly, this 
comment, which was unthinkable, never mind 
unsayable, a decade ago, drew virtually no 
protest. 

Der Spiegel can hardly claim to lead opin- 
ion formation in Germany. Despite its ritual 
genuflections in the direction of decency, it 
has followed, echoed and encouraged the 
mounting racist clamour against asylum 
rights. 

This was shown graphically on its cover of 
3 September 1990 when under the words 
“Asyl in Deutschland” (Asylum in Germany) 
it displayed the main title “Die Zigeuner” 
over a picture of a group of more than 40 
Roma and Sinti people. 

The impression created is that this is just 
one family about to become part of a flood of 
asylum-seekers who are about to inundate 
Germany. 

The word “Zigeuner” is a deeply racist 


Left and above left: antisemitism old 
and new. An_ unsubtle antisemitic 
charicature on a Nazi poster from the 
late 1920s finds an echo on the front 
cover of Der Spiegel in 1990. 

Above: editor Rudolf Augstein’s 
dreams of past Teutonic glories 
reflected in words and illustration 


word which, though often translated into 
English as “gypsy”, is, in fact, a corruption 
and conflation of the German words meaning 
nomadic cheats or thieves. 

This was not all. In an atmosphere of rising 
race hate stimulated last summer by Helmut 
Kohl’s bogus “debate” on the right to asylum 
in Germany, Der Spiegel threw in its contri- 
bution to raise the temperature to boiling 
point on 9 September 1991 ... just eight days 
before the outbreak of the anti-foreigner 
pogrom in Hoyerswerda, Saxony, which 
sparked off 65 days of nazi terror in which 
police authorities registered a total of more 
than 1,000 racist and fascist attacks and 
which left six people dead. 

The cover on this occasion was a master- 
piece of sensitivity to the racist proclivities of 
a growing number of Germans. The illustra- 
tion could equally have decorated any gutter 
neo-nazi rag. 

The illustration depicted a boat in the 
black-red-gold of Germany’s national flag. 
The boat, surrounded by a sea of struggling 
humanity, is massively overcrowded with 
people falling out and others struggling to 
clamber aboard. 


“The boat is full” 


Atop this tasteless caricature is the cover title 
“The Onslaught of the Poor”, for which, pre- 
sumably, Germany is the target. It should be 
noted that the illustration conformed exactly 
to the slogan that was already a by-word in 
racist and neo-nazi circles, namely, “The boat 
is full”. 

One can pick up the weekly neo-nazi 
Deutsche Nationalzeitung and read screaming 
headlines about which group of foreigners 
will be next to “invade” Germany. With the 
Nationalzeitung you pay your money and you 


take your racist or antisemitic choice. 

“Soviet Jews. Millions are coming”, 
“Millions of asylum seekers are coming” and 
“Millions of Russian Germans are coming”. 
That last headline, though, was not in the vir- 
ulently racist Nationalzeitung. It was on the 
Spiegel cover of 21 October 1991. 

Since last autumn’s avalanche of violence, 
the far right has moved on to other issues, not 
least the defence of the German mark against 
the ECU and Germany’s potential for a world 
role. 

Where the far right goes, Der Spiegel fol- 
lows, as was highlighted by its cover on 3 
February this year. Here a muscular German, 
wearing a vest in Germany’s colours, holds 
the world on his shoulders. The accompany- 
ing caption, in a calculated effort to incite a 
xenophobic siege mentality, read: “Admired, 
feared, envied. The unpopular Germans.” 

One cover does not make a trend any more 
than one swallow makes a summer. But, sev- 
eral do and is there not something rather 
strange about all this, something that tells us 
we should sit up and start taking notice of 
what is happening in Germany once more? 

It is not just the covers. Der Spiegel is now 
a vital weapon in the German right’s cam- 
paign to destroy opposition to its “grand 


design” of making Germany an imperialist 
great power. 

Thus, aside from its sordid attacks on peo- 
ple like Gysi, it has made the former commu- 
nist Party of Democratic Socialism a prime 
target and has engaged in shameful witch- 
hunts against Brandenburg’s Social 
Democratic prime minister, Manfred Stolpe, 
leading the attempt to brand him as an agent 
of the former East German “Stasi” security 
police. 

Another focal point of Der Spiegel’s atten- 
tions has been the socialist daily newspaper 
Neues Deutschland. Although formerly the 
mouthpiece of the East German regime, it is 
now an independent quality newspaper, 
which is highly critical of government policy 
and which has had a high profile in exposing 
witch-hunts against innocent former East 
German citizens. 


Neues Deutschland accused 

Recently, Der Spiegel went for the jackpot 
and printed accusations that Neues 
Deutschland had deceived the federal govern- 
ment’s privatisation agency, the 
Treuhandanstalt, by claiming that its premises 
and print works were its own property. 


Since then, the tale ran on, Neues 


Deutschland had illegally netted millions of 
marks by leasing the property at “inflated 
rents” to other publishers like the conserva- 
tive Axel Springer Verlag. 

After treating readers to this fantasy, Der 
Spiegel sprang its big “revelation”: that the 
property of Neues Deutschland really belongs 
to the Deutsche Reichsbahn, East Germany’s 
former railway system, and that the Treuhand 
had been instructed to recover more than £6 
million from the paper. 

Yet the Treuhand knew the situation all 
along, because Neues Deutschland had 
already declared it openly in documents 
deposited with the Government Commission 
on Parties and with the Treuhand itself. 

In Neues Deutschland’s opening balance 
sheets, submitted after the introduction of the 
West German mark in the then still existing 
East Germany in July 1990, can be read clear- 
ly the words: “the site no 05-01502 (on which 
the editorial building stands) is the property 
of the Deutsche Reichsbahn.” 

The purpose of Der Spiegel’s claims was 
clear: to suggest that Neues Deutschland has 
millions of marks, derived from falsified 
accounts, lying around just waiting to be 
expropriated by the Treuhand, with the end 
result being the paper’s collapse. 


s a feature of Searchlight’s 
AA itersationa coverage, the 
research department of the 
Center for Democratic Renewal 
presents a regular column on the 


activities of the far right in the 
United States. 


The arrest of seven members of the Aryan 
National Front and the Confederate Hammer 
Skinheads in the states of Georgia and 
Alabama has underscored the danger from the 
growing skinhead neo-nazi movement in the 
southeast region of the United States. The 
seven were charged on 7 August with 
weapons violations, including possession of 
military explosives and ammunition, four 
machine guns and 50 stolen M-16 rifle bar- 
rels. It is believed that the weapons were 
stolen from Ft Benning, near Columbus, 
Georgia. Further arrests are expected of white 
supremacists currently serving in the military. 

The arrests were only the latest incident 
involving members of the Aryan National 
Front, a relatively new group which has been 
organising in the southeast. 

Among those arrested were Roger Handley, 
47, a leader in Alabama of the Invisible 
Empire Knights of the Ku Klux Klan since 
the 1970s. Last November, Handley held a 
large skinhead rally on his farmstead outside 
Birmingham, Alabama. Several hundred skin- 
heads from Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee 


shot off automatic weapons in the dark and 
burned both a cross and a swastika at oppo- 
site ends of an open field. The rally was actu- 
ally organised by Bill Riccio, 36, a former 
Invisible Empire leader who now heads the 
Aryan National Front. 

Riccio was also arrested in August. Riccio 
gave a blood and guts fire-breathing speech at 
the Klan’s annual Stone Mountain, Georgia, 
rally last Labor Day. Over the past year he 
and Handley have organised the Aryan 
National Front among the new crop of neo- 
nazi skinheads for whom the Klan is too 
tame. His chief lieutenants have been Will 
Satterfield, Ken Collins and his brother Tom 
Collins. Both Collins brothers were also 
arrested in the August round-up. 

Two members of the Aryan National Front 
— Malcolm Driskill and Edward Hardeman — 
were arrested in May for beating to death a 
homeless black man on the streets of 
Birmingham. After large demonstrations by 
anti-racists protesting against the murder, the 
Aryan National Front staged its own march 
and rally on 13 June. 

This march was heavily protected from 
anti-racists by long rows of riot police and 
temporary barricades erected by the City of 
Birmingham. One of the few Klan leaders 
who attended the march was Richard Ford 
from Florida. The Aryan National Front has 
been organising in Florida as well and Ford 
was eager to show up to protect his turf. 

Just two weeks later, on 27 June, Handley 
was arrested for sex offences — first degree 
forcible sodomy. There is a rumour that 
Handley was asleep in bed with Will 
Satterfield at the time of his arrest. 

The string of arrests is expected to slow the 
Aryan National Front’s organising drive, but 
it is not likely to stop the proliferation of 
skinhead neo-nazi groups in the region. While 
Klan membership has stagnated, skinhead 
groups have popped up in the suburbs of large 
cities and in small towns alike. 


CANADA 


Kluxers confronted 


About 75 nazis and Ku Klux Klan members, 
wearing combat uniforms, jackboots, 
swastikas and masks, held a hate rally at a 
farm in Le Plaine, about 40 miles from 
Montreal, Quebec, on the weekend of 31 July 
to 2 August. 

At the gathering, which went under the title 
“Aryan Fest 1992” and which journalists 
could only observe from a distance, there 
were shouts of “Heil Hitler” and “White 
Power” and Confederate flags were waved. A 
swastika-burning took place on the Saturday. 

The event was organised by the Invisible 
Empire of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
but was also attended by people from the 
Church of the Creator and the Heritage Front. 
Most of the participants came from Quebec, 
but some travelled from Ontario, New York 
and Michigan. Many were boneheads and 
came armed with baseball bats and, among 
other things, a crossbow. 

Although they were able to meet, the 
assorted nazis were closely observed through- 
out by police, who blocked off the approach 
road. The Fest shut down several hours early 
on Sunday and appeared rather disorganised. 

The rally was opposed by anti-fascists 
including members of the Canadian Centre 
against Racism and Prejudice. 

Jewish human rights group spokesman Ian 
Kagedan criticised the Quebec authorities for 
allowing the rally to be held and for failing to 
apply laws to ban it. 

“Canada has anti-hate laws that should be 

used to come down hard on these white 
supremacists,” he said. 
@ Anti-fascist activists in Toronto have set up 
a “Klanbusters” anti-racist hotline. People 
with information about racist activities should 
call (416) 968 2127. 
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Protests against the nazis’ return to London 


Bonehead criminals 
head for London 


IRVING TRIES IT AGAIN 


On 19 September David Irving and his British National Party supporters intend 


to hold another seminar in London. Despite the fact that they are describing it as 


On 12 September the infamous 
neo-nazi band Skrewdriver has 
announced a gig in London. This 
will be its first attempt at a 
London appearance since its 
ignominious defeat in May 1989. 


Anti-Fascist Action and 
Searchlight call on all anti-fascists 
to oppose this bunch of convicted 
criminals returning to our streets. 


ASSEMBLE 4.30 pm 
SHARP 


on the main concourse 
Waterloo British Rail 
mainline station 


All protesters should come prepared to 
travel (with travel cards). 


STEWARDS NEEDED 


Stewards and other volunteers 


who wish to help with the AFA 
Unity Carnival should contact 
AFA or Searchlight now. 


a bit of minding 


ANT FASCIST ACTION & 
CABLE STREET BEAT PRESENT 


CANAL Yo 


STAGE 1 
NEW MODEL ARMY =— Tim Westwood. 
RUTHLESS RAP ASSASSINS 


FLOWERED UP 
HIJACK | 


95th of May 
GILLY G Scaten Katch 22 | 
son of noise 


SPECIAL GUESTS 
PRE ill 


LIBERTY CAGE 

BLAGGERS IxT*A 

compere : Attila the Stockbroker 

SUNDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 
HACKNEY DOWNS 1+/pm_ 
STOP RACST ATTACKSIL 
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London AFA 
BM 1734 
London, WCIN 3XX 


Birmingham AFA 
PO Box 2414, Handsworth 
Birmingham, B21 OTZ 


Brighton AFA 

c/o Brighton Unemployed 
Centre, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton, Sussex 


Bristol AFA 
c/o London AFA 


Cardiff AFA 
PO Box 368, Cardiff, CF2 1SQ 


Cleveland AFA 

Box 13, c/o St Mary's Centre 
Corporation Road 
Middlesbrough, Cleveland 


Derby CARF 
PO Box 70 
Derby, DE1 9JW 


Exeter AFA 

c/o The Flying Post 
PO Box 185 
Exeter, EX4 4EW 


Glasgow and Edinburgh AFA 
PO Box 266 
Glasgow, G1 5RX 


Herts AFA 
PO Box 245, St Albans, Herts 


Anti-Fascist Action contact addresses 


a revisionist gathering, the three themes of the intended meeting are an attack on 
the media and democracy, a racist look at race relations, and Britain in Europe. 
It is clear that Irving’s role on the far right is rapidly changing from that of a 
quasi- historian to an attempted position of political leadership. 
For details of protests, watch the press or ring Searchlight on 071 284 4040. 


Call out the riot squad again. David Irving (right) and his criminal followers need 


Kent Anti-Fascist Action 
Committee 

PO Box 88, Rochester 
Kent, ME1 1AU 


Leeds AFA 
Box 151, 52 Call Lane 
Leeds, LS2 6DT 


Leicester AFA 

c/o Leicester TC, Secular Hall 
Humberstone Gate 

Leicester 


Liverpool AFA 
PO Box 110 
Liverpool, L69 8DP 


Manchester AFA 
PO Box 83, South West PDO, 
Manchester, M20 8WG 


Norwich AFA 
PO Box 73, Norwich, NR1 
2EB 


Nottingham AFA 
PO Box 179 
Nottingham, NGI 3AG 


Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association 

4 The Cloth Market 

Newcastle upon Tyne NE] 1EA 


York AFA 
c/o York University Students 
Union 


